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Note to reader: We denote footnotes with numbers, like so1. They are informational and very 
important to read. We denote endnotes with capital letters. Endnotes are for citations. Sometimes 
a footnote will have a citation within it. In these cases, the endnote(s) with the citation(s) will 
appear immediately after the footnote in the main text.  
 
We intend this essay as a thought experiment examining the problems of modern society and how 
people may live happier, more fulfilling lives. We have thought and researched meticulously but 
we can always be wrong. We are not DOO�NQRZLQJ��:H�GRQ¶W�KDYH�DOO�WKH�DQVZHUV��<HW�ZH�KRSH�WKDW�
our ideas will be refined by wiser minds and spark new discussions on how to increase human 
flourishing.  
 

 
1 Example footnote.  
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Prelude  
 
We argue that modern American living offers the illusion of freedom while imposing the opposite. 
Cultural, political, and technological forces (e.g., geographic mobility, modern Leftism) compel 
us to live in unnatural ways, leading to loneliness, anxiety, and depression. These forces are 
economically selected for, and thus likely to only grow more powerful with time. But we still hold 
great optimism. We argue citizens should organize in small groups (referred to as communes) to 
form their own governments and way of life, free of the unnatural burdens of American living. 
 
³<RX�FDQ¶W�MXVW�IRUP�\RXU�RZQ�JRYHUQPHQW��<RX�QHHG�D�YLROHQW�UHYROXWLRQ��$QG�IRU�WKDW�\RX�QHHG�
DUPLHV��<RX�QHHG�FDSLWDO��<RX�QHHG�D�PDVV�IROORZLQJ�´ This is the (reasonable) assumption many 
make. 7KH�ZRUG�³JRYHUQPHQW´�FRQMXUHV�LPDJHV�RI�PDVVLYH�EXUHDXFUDFLHV�� 
 
But in truth governments are everywhere. The Amish form their own governments and laws. Every 
small town elects a mayor who amends policy. Groups of home owners form housing associations 
to establish rules. Even small apartment complexes have boards which vote on matters. Church 
groups have leaders which prescribe ways of life. We shall suggest nothing outside these scopes. 
And absolutely nothing we suggest involves any form of violence (which we strongly detest).  
 
As you read, you will find that our outline for an ideal commune is vague. This is intentional, as a 
narrow vision is not adaptive to circumstance. Much of the American Constitution was left 
intentionally YDJXH� �FRQVLGHU� WKH� ³QHFHVVDU\� DQG� SURSHU´� FODXVH� RU� WKH� ODFN� RI� GHILQLWLRQ� IRU�
³LQWHUVWDWH�FRPPHUFH´���(YHQ�YDJXHU�ZDV�WKH�'HFODUDWLRQ�RI�,QGHSHQGHQFH��ZKLFK�PHUHO\�DLUHG�
grievances and outlined a set of governing ideals. Consider this our declaration in long form.  
 
An important clarification: the chief concern of the commune has nothing to do with sharing or 
inequality. From hierarchies flow inequality, and we view status hierarchies as (unfortunately) 
inevitable, an unavoidable consequence of human nature2. We thus seek not to abolish inequality 
± as this is impossible ± though we seek to minimize the injuries inequality inflicts.  
 
The pursuit of absolute equality is, in fact, dangerous. This pursuit by a society often justifies the 
imposition of draconian measures. This is because, in order to have any chance of achieving 
absolute equality, a society must institute extreme social controls (as some forms of inequality are 
inevitable). When these draconian measures inevitably fail to produce absolute equality, these 
failures are used as evidence for the need of even more draconian measures (the society functions 
much like a gambling addict who perpetually believes his only mistake is not playing the slot 
machines long enough). For this reason, societies which pursue equality as their primary goal are 
often co-opted by the power hungry, who leverage draconian social controls to attain more power. 
 
Moreover, societies oriented around absolute equality remove personal responsibility from 
FLWL]HQV�� $Q\� LQGLYLGXDO¶V� SRRU� FLUFXPVWDQFH� LV�� E\� GHILQLWLRQ�� VRFLHW\¶V� IDXOW� IRU� IDLOLQJ� WR�
sufficiently impose equality of outcome. This not only diminishes citizHQV¶�GULYH�WR�EH�SURGXFWLYH��
but also decreases their sense of control over their own lives (as citizens view their outcomes as 

 
2 One can read 12 Rules for Life, Chapter 1, to learn how hierarchy is deeply evolved in nearly all animals, not just 
humans.  
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dependent on society, rather than their own actions). This is bad because much research shows that 
WKRVH�ZLWK�D�KLJKHU�³ORFXV�RI�FRQWURO´�DUH�KDSSLHUA.  
 
Instead, the chief concern of the commune is social disconnection derived from the unnatural state 
of American living. We seek to form a community in which members have deep life-long 
friendships. In which social trust is high and crime is low. In which families are stable and 
members are romantically satisfied. In which citizens have common values and a common culture. 
In which members derive a great sense of purpose from their role in the community. In which 
children (and adults) are connected with nature and viewed not as widgets to be contorted from 
their natural state to fit the needs of an economic system which cares not of their well-being. In 
which mothers are connected to their children. In which citizens are happy and healthy. In which 
freedom of speech and ideas abunds3. And in which reasonable differences of opinion form not 
barriers to relationships.  
  

 
3 Exists in abundance.  
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Part 1: The Modern State 
 
Part 1A: Modern Separation  
 
We (Americans) are lonely. We are disconnected from one another. We are socially isolated. Yet 
technology supplies an arsenal of entertainment which distracts from feelings of emptiness. We 
need not think too hard about the coldness which gnaws at us when we may drug it away through 
a screen.  
 
In fact, we are largely in denial of our loneliness. We rationalize lunchroom chats with coworkers 
and twice weekly beers with friends as a healthy social life. We compare our social lives to the 
similarly dysfunctional social lives of peers and conclude we must be doing alright. We blame 
depression and anxiety on other circumstance or biochemistry (though these factors may certainly 
play a role). Ask any individual, and they are likely to deny that they are lonely and truly mean it.  
 
Yet statistics tell us a different story. In 2021, 15% of men reported zero close friends in 2021. 
None. Just 30 years ago, this figure was 3%B. 49% of Americans today have fewer than 3 close 
friends (compared to 27% in 1990)C. We can see from statistics provided by the surgeon general 
that these trends existed long before COVIDD. The American surgeon general is in fact so 
FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK� WKHVH� WUHQGV��KH�KDV�ODEHOOHG�³ORQHOLQHVV�DQG�LVRODWLRQ´�DQ�HSLGHPLF��0RUHRYHU��
teenagers are lonelier, more depressed, and having less sex than ever beforeE. We see too from 
these statistics that things were not always this way. Isolation is not inevitable to the human 
experience ± it is a product of modern living. So let us examine our natural state to see where we 
have gone astray.  
 
For almost all of human evolution, we lived in small tribes. These tribes constituted our social 
circle for our entire life. We worked with tribes on common goals such as hunting or building 
shelter. Our time was spent almost exclusively in the company of others, rarely alone.  
 
/R\DOW\�WR�RQH¶V�WULEH�ZDV�YLWDO��DV�D�WULEH�UHTXLUHV�FRKHVLRQ�WR�IXQFWLRQ��6RPHRQH�XQOR\DO�WR�WKH�
tribe, who could freely take up with another group, was a threat to this cohesion. Thus, we evolved 
to form strong bonds with those we meet early in life and maintain these bonds, rather than form 
constant new ones.  
 
This natural loyalty to early relationships, we believe, is especially strongly evolved in men. 
Observe that, as a man, you are expected to live and die by your tribe. If your tribe is conquered 
by another, you have no place in this new society. You are, at best, a threat to the reproductive 
dominance of your conquerors and killed. At worst, you are an asset for labor and enslaved.  
 
As a woman, if you are decently attractive, you may at least stand a chance of survival by 
reproducing with the conquering tribe4. Thus, we believe some flexibility in loyalty is selected for 
in women. We observe this in practice. When women first go to college, they often find friends 
faster, whereas for men this process is slower and more arduous. Similarly, men appear to struggle 
harder with forming relationships later in life. Yet, research shows that both sexes have extreme 

 
4 As opposed to men, who stand no chance of being accepted by a conquering tribe.  
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difficulty forming new friendships after the age of 25F,G,H, which makes remaining connected to 
early-life friends important.  
 
Yet, today, most Americans do the opposite. Many leave their home town for college. Then move 
after graduation to a different city in search of lucrative employment. Then move again. And again. 
With each move, Americans often become further removed in both geography and life experience 
from their earliest friends. This is not natural. Our brains are not evolved to withstand having our 
social environments completely upended many times.  
 
Even more insidious is the illusion of choice offered by American mobility, when, in reality, choice 
is now removed from the individual. On the surface, the ability to move anywhere appears an 
amazing freedom. We may choose from a number of large cities and enjoy cars and planes which 
transport us. We even have phones so we can maintain contact with those we leave behind. And if 
we want, we may choose never to leave home.   
 
However, in practice, Americans have no meaningful choice in the destruction of their social 
fabric. Consider the course of a middle to upper class American life. One attends a high school 
which is, in many ways, designed to be hellish, requiring one to wake unhealthily early and sit 
inside for most of the daylight. Furthermore, at this time, one must adjust to puberty and endure 
near constant sexual confusion and frustration.  
 
7KHQ��RQH�JRHV�RII�WR�FROOHJH�DQG�RQH¶V�OLIH�EHFRPHV��LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V��D�PLOOLRQ�WLPHV�EHWWHU��2QH�
has freedom of schedule and wake time. One lives among friends and has constant social 
opportunities with those pre-selected for on the basis of similar IQ and life goals (note that 
similarity is predictive of likingI,J). One also has plenty of sexual and romantic opportunities, no 
longer incumbered by living with parents. And one is still young enough to form deep bonds with 
peers in a way not possible as a full adult. In many ways, college life resembles commune living 
(which is why many call it the best four years of their life).  
 
Humans are pattern recognizing machines. And the pattern drilled into American minds is that 
leaving home makes life way better. Moreover, many graduate with a rich social circle, making 
social isolation an abstract, almost inconceivable problem. So, when Americans choose where to 
live after graduation, they often decline to move back home, instead following high salaries, 
moving someplace new with few thoughts of potential loneliness. At the time, this choice seems 
obvious. Most want to achieve financial security, high status, and to impress others with their 
VXFFHVV��,W¶V�D�ELJ�FRXQWU\��7KH�FKDQFHV�WKDW�WKH�RSWLPDO�SD\LQJ�MRE�LV�H[DFWO\�ZKHUH�RQH�JUHZ�XS�
are miniscule.  
 
0RUHRYHU��$PHULFDQV�FXOWXUDOO\�JORULI\�OHDYLQJ�KRPH��³<RX¶UH�JRQQD�JR�IDU��NLG´�± a mantra of 
American potential for success ± implies that in order to flourish, one must leave home and move 
on to bigger and better places. You must travel ± ³JR�IDU´�± to achieve your dreams. 
 
Yet life is not college. Making new friends is difficult as an adult. And many find over time that 
old relationships dwindle, while new ones become increasingly harder to form as they age, 
especially for men (recall that research shows people fail to make new friends after around 25 
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while losing old ones). And so, many find themselves lonely, having moved away from old friends 
without forming comparable new ones5.  
 
This fate is inevitable even for those who do not move at all. Suppose at the age of 17, one can 
foresee all of this before applying to colleges. One could apply to a college near home to stay near 
WR� IDPLO\�DQG� DIWHUZDUG�FRQWLQXH� WR� OLYH� LQ�RQH¶V�KRPHWRZQ��<HW�RQH¶V�ROGHVW� IULHQGV�ZLOO� VWLOO�
likely move away. Home will no longer have the same people. One will still find themselves in a 
similar predicament of separation from the natural course of relationships.   
 
Thus, we ask: does one really choose this fate? Or, rather, is this fate instead chosen by the invisible 
hand of the market? Observe that American mobility is conducive to economic productivity. 
Technology companies can now assemble many of the smartest people in the country in one place. 
This is an amazing feat, which leads to breakthrough advances such as AI or the internet. But we 
pay a cost. Our culture has evolved to be less family oriented, to glorify leaving town, to separate 
us from one another in the pursuit of advancements in productivity6K.  

 
5 American mobility is also a massive killer of romantic relationships. A majority of readers have likely suffered a 
breakup due to distance. We find this fact terribly sad, and oft overlooked as just an inevitable part of life.   
6 This feels rather handwavy. While many accept the premise that free markets select for that which is most 
economically efficient, one may reasonably ask: how? How does a culture evolve? Observe that those most 
economically successful exert outsized influence on the culture. They write the books we read and the shows we 
watch. They control our media. And they disproportionately got rich by leaving home. By being less family oriented 
and more individualistic in their pursuits.  
 
Most everyone believes their life choices are the right ones (observe the famous psychology finding that gamblers are 
much more confident in their bets directly after placing them). Once we commit to a decision, we rationalize it as 
correct. Our brains cannot handle thinking we may have screwed up (I, myself, am a rare exception as I fear I have 
screwed up decisions right after making them all the time).  
 
Thus, those who write our movie scripts and digital newspapers glorify the life paths they took. Film plots often 
revolve around a character escaping their home town (think Good Will Hunting, the Truman Show, Star Wars (Luke 
escapes his home planet)). Much of the mainstream media derides small towns. Journals like NYT are littered with 
pieces on how small towns are oppressive ± even when much research shows people in small towns are actually 
happier (though the politics of small towns is certainly a contributing factor in this slander).  
 
We do not allege some elaborate plot to influence American culture to maximize economic efficiency. Instead, culture 
evolves through a collection of many people, all individually saying and acting upon what they believe is right. This 
is how free markets work. Nobody conspires to organize society around that which is most economically efficient. 
Society is pushed that way through the individual actions of millions.   
 
In the most simplistic terms, we can think of American culture like a high school. Everyone wants to be like the cool 
DQG�SRSXODU�NLGV��,I�DOO�WKH�FRRO�DQG�SRSXODU�NLGV�ZHDU�/HYL¶V�MHDQV��HYHU\RQH�WKLQNV�/HYL¶V�MHDQV�DUH�FRRO��0DQ\�GRQ¶W�
have the conscious WKRXJKW��³/HYL¶V�MHDQV�DUH�FRRO�because WKH�FRRO�DQG�SRSXODU�NLGV�ZHDU�WKHP�´�7KH\�MXVW�WKLQN�
these jeans are cool. The influence of the cool and popular is subconscious. This is why Sprite pays LeBron tens of 
PLOOLRQV�WR�HQGRUVH�WKHLU�SURGXFW��)HZ�WKLQN��³6SULWH�PXVW�WDVWH�JRRG�EHFDXVH�/H%URQ�LV�LQ�WKH�FRPPHUFLDO�´�0RVW�MXVW�
WKLQN� 6SULWH� LV� FRRO� �RU� DW� OHDVW� FRROHU� WKDQ� LI� /H%URQ� GLGQ¶W� HQGRUVH� WKHP��� /H%URQ¶V� FRROQHVV� DQG� SRSXODUQHVV�
influences them subconsciously.  
 
Observe that money, the main measure of American status, makes one cool and popular. So, if all the cool and popular 
people (that is, the rich people) leave their hometown and tell everyone to do so through movies, magazines, etc., 
OHDYLQJ�RQH¶V�KRPHWRZQ�EHFRPHV�FRRO�DQG�SRSXODU��,I�\RX�GRQ¶W�GR�LW��\RX¶UH�uncool.  
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We do not wish to diminish the benefits of technological advancements, which have cured disease, 
reduced hunger, and allowed for population growth; yet, in many ways, modern technology serves 
to isolate us further. Struggling toward a common goal ± suffering alongside others ± brings people 
together. Observe that soldiers in war are often bonded for life by their experiences7. Yet today, 
technology now allows us to live in extreme comfort. We need not work together to hunt for food 
or endure together in times of cold. When we do endure physical discomforts, it is often 
individually, not as a group.  
 
This condition is so unnatural we often artificially impose group suffering. For example, 
fraternities haze new recruits. Enduring this hazing together bonds members for life. Our culture 
now increasingly decries hazing as barbaric, which it is. Frat recruits have been forced to strip 
QDNHG�ZKLOH�EHLQJ�PDGH�WR�KROG�DQRWKHU�PDQ¶V�SHQLV��IRUFHG�WR�GULQN�WKHLU�RZQ�XULQH��DQG�IRUFHG�
to take LSD then lie underneath floorboards while the fraternity throws a party above them. If you 
wonder why anyone would allow themselves to be subjected to such horrific treatment, consider 
the state of modern isolation. Many are so desperate for connection they will go to these extreme 
lengths just to feel like part of a close-knit group. To feel like part of a tribe.  
 
Our limitless entertainment options have also supplemented the need or want to interact with 
others. We would rather sit at home, watching our favorite show, than endure the inconvenience 
of traveling to see friends. We would rather watch pornography than endure the discomfort of 
approaching a member of the opposite sex. Yet, these preferences do not represent rational value 
judgements ± almost any pornography user would confess that a real relationship is more fulfilling. 
But we humans are hardwired to pursue expedient pleasure. And so, we allow technology to isolate 
us, all while having some conscious awareness that this is not good ± that we are cyborg phone 
addicts in a closed-off world of endless entertainment8.  
 
Moreover, our tremendous choice LQ�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�GHFUHDVHV�FRPPRQ�JURXQG��,Q�WKH�����¶V�WKHUH�
were three networks. Everyone watched the same few shows. Because that was all there was. Now, 
there are thousands of channels, and this is still not enough choice! We hardly watch network TV 
(save, for sports and the news) because it does not offer enough choice. We opt for services like 
Netflix or Hulu which allow us to watch our exact show of choice at the exact moment we wish ± 
choosing from tens of thousands of options. Our culture is thus fractured. We are all in a unique 
entertainment bubble. The odds that any two people are watching the same show at the same time 
are slim ± giving them less shared experience (recall that similarity predicts liking).  
 
This is, perhaps, one reason many are more invested in politics today. While there are endless 
different shows, there is only one presidential election. We are all watching the same one.  
 
Politics obsession also offers a poor substitute for feeling like part of a tribe. There is a catharsis 
in feeling angry about the same things others are angry about. This anger temporarily fills the void 
of real social connection. Ever notice how those obsessed with politics tend not to be socially 
satisfied types (as one does not need to obsess over LGBTQ bathroom debates when one has a rich 

 
7 This is merely an example to illustrate a point. We are not advocating for war in any way. We oppose war.   
8 Moreover, the ability to attain instant technological pleasure conditions us to be increasingly inflexible. We are 
accustomed to having exactly what we want ± having exact control over which meme we view or which game we 
play. This is bad because relationships require flexibility and compromise.  
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social life)? These people tend to be more like yours truly: relatively isolated from others9. For 
further evidence that loneliness increases political obsession, observe that BLM riots surged during 
COVID, the time when people felt most isolated.  
 
Our PHGLD� DQG� VRFLDO� PHGLD� FRUSRUDWLRQV� DUH� ODUJH� FRQWULEXWRUV� WR� SRODUL]DWLRQ�� $V� WKH\¶YH�
improved their understanding that maximizing clicks has nothing to do with telling the truth, they 
increasingly feed users endless lies, algorithmically designed to make them angry at those on the 
other end of the political aisle. For example, many Democrats truly believe Donald Trump called 
Neo-1D]LV� ILQH�SHRSOH�DIWHU� WKH�&KDUORWWHVYLOOH� ULRWV� �ZKHQ�� LQ� UHDOLW\��KH�VDLG�³,¶P�QRW� WDONLQJ�
about the Neo-Nazis, they should EH� FRQGHPQHG� WRWDOO\�´���6LPLODUO\��PDQ\�5HSXEOLFDQV� WUXO\�
believe that Hillary Clinton was part of a pedophile ring operating within a Pizza parlor. 
Polarization is exacerbated by social media, as posts which spark hatred for those with different 
beliefs tend to draw more engagement and go viralL. 
 
Political polarization has torn apart American friendships. It has even torn apart families, as people 
have become increasingly intolerant of those with differing views, brainwashed to believe them 
akin to Nazis or Communists.  
 
This destruction of relationships is aided by immense choice in who we interact with. Today, as 
nearly all our interactions are digitally facilitated (even if we hang out in-person, we text to set it 
up), we may cut nearly anyone out of our lives with ease ± we may craft our social circle to consist 
of only those who agree with us on everything and rarely irritate us (for many, this turns out to be 
very few people).  
 
Previously, if someone disagreed with you politically, you had WR�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�WKHP��<RX�GLGQ¶W�
have a choice. And, you would likely find out that they were a decent person with whom you could 
get along just fine.  
 
Polarization and choice in interaction create a self-reinforcing feedback loop which makes us more 
DORQH�� 7KH� PRUH� RQH� FXWV� VRFLDO� WLHV� ZLWK� RSSRVLWH� SROLWLFDO� SDUW\� PHPEHUV�� WKH� PRUH� RQH¶V�
impression of the opposite party is reliant on the news and social media (which tend to display this 
party in the worst possible light). Thus, the more one demonizes opposite party members in their 
mind (note that increased contact with out-groups moderates opinions about themM). And thus, the 
PRUH�RQH�GHFLGHV�WR�FRQILQH�RQH¶V�LQWHUDFWLRQV�WR�WKRVH�RI�VLPLODU�SROLWLFDO�LGHRORJ\��ZKLFK�OHDGV�
to even more hatred of those whose ideologies differ.  
 
We see again how the vice of choice subtly inflicts harm. For those radicalized by polarization, 
FKRLFH� LQ� LQWHUDFWLRQ� GRHV� QRW� H[SDQG� RQH¶V� VRFLDO� FLUFOH�� ,W� FRQILQHV� LW�� (YHQ� LI� RQH� GRHV� QRW�
discriminate at all on the basis of political ideology, one must likely endure the discrimination of 
RWKHUV��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�RQH¶V�SROLWLFDO�DIILOLDWLRQ�� 
 
Furthermore, lack of choice in interaction ± being forced to be around others ± often brings people 
together. I recall sleepaway camp as a kid (another form of living which approximates a commune 
in many ways). I went several summers, each summer for four weeks. During this time, I shared a 

 
9 I confess I have fallen victim at points in my life to spending long hours on the internet in outrage. And I can say 
with confidence this did nothing to improve my happiness. 
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bunk with around twelve other boys my age. If given the choice, I would almost certainly have 
chosen to have my own room where I could have privacy and relief from constant contact with 
bunkmates, some of whom annoyed me. Yet, I found in just four weeks I grew incredibly close 
with nearly everyone. By the end, I even considered some of those I initially detested to be my 
EURWKHUV��,�ZRXOG�KDYH�QHYHU�FKRVHQ�WR�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�SHRSOH�LI�QRW�IRUFHG�WR��<HW�,¶P�
glad I was forced to. I say this having been bullied at camp. Having, at times, hated it10.  
 
Of course, some kids at the camp I never grew to like. Some appeared to have serious mental 
problems. Yet even these campers served a positive function: I bonded with others over our mutual 
dislike for them. The experience of needing to endure, alongside peers, the outbursts of a camper 
with extreme anger issues, for example, brought me closer to others.  
 
I also recall being excited for high school to end. Once I graduate, I thought, I would never need 
to see some of my classmates again ± some of whom were real jerks. Yet, as I look back, these 
people were positive contributions to my high school experience. I bonded with friends over our 
mutual inability to stand some of our classmates.  
 
People like to talk about other people they both know. We like to gossip. This desire is hardwired 
LQ�QHDUO\�HYHU\RQH¶V�EUDLQ��<HW�DV�ZH�FRQVWDQWO\�PRYH�DQG�FKDQJH�VRFLDO�FLUFOHV�DQG�RXU�IULHQGV�
become increasingly long distance, our mutual acquaintances decrease. There becomes less to talk 
about. We believe this is one reason many are obsessed with celebrity gossip: celebrities are people 
nearly everyone knows. Thus, they are substitutes for the conversations that flow naturally in small 
communities, in which people have a plethora of shared acquaintances.  
 
Yet as we all sink deeper into our specific entertainment microcosms ± watching a small subset of 
tens of thousands of shows, listening to a small subset of tens of thousands of musical artists ± we 
obsess over only a small subset of celebrity gossip related to our specific interests, distinct from 
DOPRVW�HYHU\RQH�HOVH¶V11. Thus, there becomes a growing feeling that there is nothing to talk about. 
And so, most human interaction becomes increasingly boring. We thus retreat further into 
ourselves, valuing television and videogames over social connection.  
 
Cities also condition us to be anti-social. Kids raised in cities are taught to be distrustful. Crime is 
a constant threat. Strangers are dangerous. 'RQ¶W�WDON�WR�WKHP� Moreover, in city life, one finds 
oneself constantly annoyed by the presence of others. In traffic, one resents other drivers. In 
crowds, one resents the anxiety others impose upon them12. In a city, one is often busy. Other 
people are constantly in the way. We see that city life conditions us to view strangers as obstacles 
and threats. And when strangers constitute the majority of interactions, this conditions us to view 
people this way. Thus, human interactions are devalued on a subconscious level.  
 

 
10 Regrettably, the barrier of distance has now separated me from all I once knew at camp. We now all live separate 
lives in separate places and maintain only extremely occasional conversation.   
11 )RU�H[DPSOH�� IDQV�RI�4&;¶V� ODWHVW�K\SHU-trap album obsess over recent photos which suggest he is cheating on 
ORQJWLPH�JLUOIULHQG��/DWLVKD�6WRUP��$FWXDOO\��ZH�MXVW�PDGH�XS�DOO�RI�WKDW��%XW�\RX�ZRXOGQ¶W�NQRZ��FRQVLGHULQJ�KRZ�
many different celebrity microcosms there are these days.  
12 0DQ\�ILQG�EHLQJ�LQ�FURZGV�VWUHVVIXO��3HUKDSV�WKLV�LV�HYROYHG�GXH�WR�FURZGV¶�WHQGHQF\�WR�VSUHDG�GLVHDVH�� 
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In summary, we see that our modern way of living and technology has isolated us. Separated from 
cohesive, lifelong social groups, we cling to unnatural substitutes for genuine connection: celebrity 
gossip, pornography, fraternity hazing, political anger.  
 
Part 1B: Modern Leftism 
 
Any discussion of American isolation is incomplete without addressing modern Leftism. We 
believe the rise of far-Leftist ideology has made Americans more depressed and further isolated 
from one another.  
 
We attribute this rise of Leftism mainly to technology. We argue that with the rise of automation, 
the value of physical labor has decreased; and so too has the value of men in a capitalist market 
(as they are the physically stronger sex). This has led to the abolition of gender roles and a female 
dominated culture, which fosters modern Leftism ± an ideology which has been co-opted by the 
powerful with perverse incentives. As neither technology nor capitalist incentives shall vanish 
anytime soon, we believe the grip of modern Leftism will only strengthen in the future, leaving 
Americans more disconnected from one another. 
 
But in order to fully understand all of this, we first have some political philosophizing to do.  
 
³5LJKW´�DQG�³/HIW´�DUH�XVHG�RIWHQ�WR�GHVFULEH�SROLWLFDO�LGHRORJ\��\HW�PDQ\�GLVDJUHH�RQ�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�
these words mean. Curtis Yarvin describes the Right-Left political divide as a battle between those 
who favor order (the Right) and those who favor chaos (the Left)N. Jonathan Haidt frames the 
Right-Left divide upon conceptions of morality: those on the Right view morality along many 
similarly-ZHLJKWHG�GLPHQVLRQV��³LQ-JURXS�OR\DOW\�´�³SXULW\�´�³UHVSHFW�IRU�DXWKRULW\�´�³IDLUQHVV�´�
³KDUP´�� ZKHUHDV� /HIWLVWV� KHDYLO\� SULRULWL]H� ³IDLUQHVV´� DQG� ³KDUP´� LQ� WKHLU� FRQFHSWLRQV� RI�
moralityO. Scientists have theorized the Right-Left divide to have biological roots, with those on 
the Right more biologically predisposed to be disgusted by thingsP.  
 
All of the above are defensible descriptions of the Right/Left divide. Which illustrates why no 
framing of the Right/Left divide will be perfect (after all, if many different framings are defensible, 
LW¶V�KDUG�WR�DUJXH�WKDW�RQH�LV�DEVROXWHO\�FRUUHFW���<HW�we believe the primary divide between Right 
DQG�/HIW�LV�EHVW�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�DV�D�GLYLGH�EHWZHHQ�³QDWXUH´�DQG�³QXUWXUH13�´� 
 
We shall exaggerate below to illustrate the point. 
 
/HIWLVWV� DUH� RQ� WKH� VLGH� RI� QXUWXUH�� 7KH\� EHOLHYH� KXPDQ� QDWXUH� LV�PDOOHDEOH�� D� UHVXOW� RI� RQH¶V�
environment. Any differences between group outcomes result from socialization or discrimination 
rather than inherent group differences. For example, if women are underrepresented in STEM 
careers, this is due to the societal imposition of gender norms and/or hiring discrimination, not due 
to any inherent biological differences between men and women. Because all humans are mere 
products of their environment, all humans are born equal: identical blank slates which society then 
shapes. Thus, human outcomes should all be equal. This is the natural order of things. Inequality 
represents a moral failing on the part of society, disrupting this natural order.  
 

 
13 What follows may seem tedious. But we promise, it will be very important later.  
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Because human nature is flexible ± a product of environment ± there is no right or wrong way of 
being. One should pursue the way of being which brings one the most happiness and fulfillment. 
For example, if someone is born a man and wishes to be a woman, he should reassign his sex. If 
there is inequality, human nature should be changed to rectify it. For example, if there are fewer 
women in STEM, male and female nature should be changed through adjustments to cultural 
messaging, socialization, etc. to achieve equality. Girls should be nurtured to be more math 
focused.  
 
Leftists, as natural nurturers, have an inherent affinity towards those in need of nurturing. Thus, 
they love the weak. They seek to protect the unfortunate, to nurture them to prosperity. The strong 
and powerful represent products of unfair societal advantages, which Leftists detest. The strong 
and successful thus repulse many on the left.   
 
The Right, on the other hand, is the philosophy of nature. Right-wingers believe human nature is 
fixed, unalterable by environment. Humans are mostly selfish. This is inevitable. They must thus 
be motivated by incentive structures which channel their selfishness for public good. Hence, the 
Right adores free markets and punishment for crime. 
 
As human nature is fixed, the Right believes group differences in outcome are often the result of 
inherent differences. For example, if women are underrepresented in STEM careers, this is likely 
because male DNA codes for traits which lead to STEM success (for example, assertiveness, 
interest in things rather than people, etc.). Any attempt to bridge this gap by socializing men and 
women to be more alike is a grotesque distortion of the natural order.  
 
Herein lies a paradox of Rightism. The Right believes human nature is unavoidably flawed. Yet 
WKH�5LJKW�EHOLHYHV�WKH�³YLUWXHV´�RI�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�PXVW�EH�SUHVHUYHG��WKDW�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�LV�D�IL[HG�
and sacred thing not to be altered. In justifying this view, conservatives often look to religion: God 
PDGH�SHRSOH�D�FHUWDLQ�ZD\�IRU�D�UHDVRQ��:H�DUH�QRW�WR�WDPSHU�ZLWK�*RG¶V�ZRUN��7KXV��LI�VRPHRQH�
born a man wishes to undergo a sex change, conservatives may view this as an unnatural distortion 
of the natural human condLWLRQ� �WR� OLEHUDOV�� WKLV� LV� DEVXUG�� WKHUH¶V� QR� VXFK� WKLQJ� DV� WKH�QDWXUDO�
human condition. The human condition is already entirely sculpted by society. Changing it to that 
which improves happiness is good.).  
 
A natural pitfall of right-wing ideology is rejection of the marginalized. Human nature is 
immensely complex. And our brains are bad with complexity. And so, conservatives inevitably 
simplify human nature, leaving those on the margins excluded from their worldview. For example, 
most people are not gay. Thus, conservatives fashion an ideology around human nature as being 
straight. Those that are gay are thus unnatural14,Q,R(of course, many conservatives have no 
prejudice against gays).  
 

 
14 We GLVDJUHH��2EVHUYH�WKH�³JRRG�XQFOH�K\SRWKHVLV�´�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�KRPRVH[XDOLW\�WKURXJKRXW�KLVWRU\�
(for example, Ancient Greece), and homosexuality in animals.   
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Observe that almost(!) any Right/Left political disagreement can be traced to a fundamental 
disagreement about human nature15.  
 
For example, those on the far Left want to abolish the police. Those on the Right want increased 
ODZ�DQG�RUGHU��/HIWLVWV�EHOLHYH�KXPDQV��ZLWK�WKH�ULJKW�V\VWHP��FDQ�EH�JRRG��7KXV��SROLFH�DUHQ¶W�
necessary to maintain peace (but abolishing a white supremacist system is, since people are 
products of their environment). Right-wingers believe humans are inherently selfish and violent. 
If police are removed and there are no consequences for crime, people will commit more crime. 
(We see from Haidt that conservativeV� UDQN� ³DXWKRULW\´� PXFK� KLJKHU� LQ� WKHLU� FRQFHSWLRQV� RI�
morality). 
 
Similarly, the Left has more compassion for criminals. To liberals, criminals are a product of their 
environment, in need of reform. We need not penalize violence harshly. We must nurture them to 
be non-violent. To conservatives, criminals are bad people (as human nature is fixed and not a 
product of environment). They thus deserve no compassion. And we should make a harsh example 
of them to deter other bad people from doing bad things.  
 
Consider also the issue of pre-marital sex (and, relatedly, abortion, contraception, etc.). To the 
5LJKW��KXPDQ¶V�DELOLW\�WR�FLYLOL]H�WKHPVHOYHV�± to control sexual impulse and tame the depraved 
urge toward sexual indulgence ± is part of what separates us from animals: part of what makes 
humanity great16. And the Right believes the great virtues of human nature must be preserved. To 
WKH�/HIW�� WKLV�LV�DEVXUG��+RZ�GRHV�VRPHRQH�HOVH¶V�EHGURRP�DFWLYLWLHV�KDYH�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�
you? The notion that premarital sex would degrade the greatness of human nature does not even 
RFFXU�WR�D�OLEHUDO��WKXV��ZH�VHH�OLEHUDOV�UDQN�³SXULW\´�IDU�ORZHU�LQ�PRUDO�FRQFHSWLRQV�� 
 
Uncoincidentally, we also see liberals have more compassion for animals. Whereas conservatives 
± who believe in the greatness of human nature as the highest form of being ± put the well-being 
of animals further beneath the well-being of people.  
 
Note as well that the Right tends to see greater value in family. Humans are evolved to prioritize 
family members (as this is conducive to their DNA reproducing in future generations). The Right 
views the prioritization of family as central to what it means to be human. They thus seek to protect 
WKLV�³YLUWXH´�RI�KXPDQ�QDWXUH��HYHQ�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�IDLUQHVV�RU�HTXDOLW\��7R�WKH�/HIW��³IDPLO\´�LV�
merely a societal construction (as human nature can take infinitely many forms). Thus, we see far-
Left regimes ± such as Stalinism ± seek to change this social structure and abolish the family 
altogether. The nuclear family is oft derided in modern liberal culture. (And thus, we see liberals 
UDQN�³LQ-JURXS´�OR\DOW\�ORZHU�LQ�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�PRUDOLW\�S. 
 
The Right/Left divide on human nature even motivates disagreements on climate change. To 
liberals, trusting the scientists is an obvious choice. They know more than us. They are telling us 
climate change is a problem. Conservatives, however, are wary of the vices of human nature. 
Believing people are selfish and motivated by incentives, they are distrustful of scientists whose 

 
15 Recall, we are exaggerating to illustrate a point. Only an imbecile believes human nature is entirely fixed or entirely 
D�UHVXOW�RI�RQH¶V�HQYLURQPHQW��In reality, most everyone recognizes this. But conservatives are further to the nature 
end of the spectrum and liberals are further to the nurture end on the matter of human nature.  
16 We see there is a level of arbitrariness here with what the Right believes to be the virtues of human nature.   
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income and prestige is directly tied to how important they can make their field appear (which, for 
climate scientists, means convincing the world that climate change is a big problem).   
 
Consider also the Right/Left divide on masks and COVID. Why is it that right-wing countries 
imposed fewer COVID interventions than left-wing countries (with the possible exception of 
Scandinavian nations)? To the Right, masks and social distancing are an unnatural distortion of 
the natural way of being. Much as conservatives often look lowly on tattoos, died hair, and 
SLHUFLQJV�DV�D�GLVWRUWLRQ�RI�RQH¶V�QDWXUDO�IRUP��FRQVHUYDWLYHV�GHFU\�PDVNV�DV�DQ�XQQDWXUDO�GLVWRUWLRQ�
of the human appearance. To the Left, this is silly. Focused instead on nurturing and protecting the 
weak, the Left looked fondly on masks and COVID restriction.  
 
Observe that the nature vs nurture frame also well explains the Right/Left gender gap, with women 
more liberal than menT,U.  
 
)RU�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�KLVWRU\��ZRPHQ�UDLVHG�FKLOGUHQ��³QXUWXUH´�ZDV� WKHLU�SULPDU\�MRE��7KH\�
thus have a strongly evolved impulse to nurture and protect the weak. Thus, women are more 
equality-oriented, desiring a society which protects the weak (as this is their evolved desire, 
selected for on the basis of protecting children).  
 
Moreover, women are the weaker sex physically; and for the vast majority of history, physical 
threats were plentiful. Women themselves were more vulnerable than men. It thus follows that 
woman evolved to be more equality-oriented in their conception of an ideal society for their own 
protection. They naturally desire a society which protects the weak (for this was their predicament 
IRU�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�HYROXWLRQ¶V�KLVWRU\��� 
 
Due to their role as nurturers, women are likely evolved with a natural belief in the malleability of 
KXPDQ�QDWXUH��:RPHQ¶V�UROH�ZDV�WR�VKDSH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ¶V¶�FKDUDFWHU�WKURXJK�QXUWXULQJ��7R�IXOILOO�
this role, one must have inherent faith in the ability oI�HQYLURQPHQW�WR�DOWHU�RQH¶V�QDWXUH��,W�WKXV�
VHHPV�HYROXWLRQDULO\�DGYDQWDJHRXV�IRU�ZRPHQ�WR�KDYH�HYHQ�LUUDWLRQDO�IDLWK�LQ�QXUWXUH¶V�DELOLW\�WR�
shape human nature (as a mother who puts excess effort into raising her child right is certainly 
preferable to one who undervalues nurture and puts in too little effort nurturing her child). And 
women see the molding human nature as a virtuous task (as this was their role throughout history). 
 
Observe too that malleability of character is a feminine virtue. Most men desire agreeableness in 
a partner. On the contrary, most women desire a man who is confident in himself and his beliefs. 
A man without his own convictions and interests, to most women, is pathetic. Thus, it is in a 
ZRPDQ¶V�VHOI-LQWHUHVW�WR�EH�PRUH�LQIOXHQFHDEOH��ZKLOH�LW�LV�D�PDQ¶V�LQWHUHVW�WR�EH�PRUH�LPSHUYLRXV�
to the influences of others. Research in fact shows that women are more agreeable and more 
conformistV,17��$�ZRPDQ¶V�QDWXUH�LV�TXLWH�OLWHUDOO\�PRUH�LQIOXHQFHG�E\�KHU�HQYLURQPHQW��,W�WKXV�

 
17 Observe the following evolutionary explanation for female conformity: for a man, with no biological limit on 
reproductive abilities, it made evolutionary sense to take risk and go against the grain. To revolt against the king makes 
logical sense when one can become the new king and impregnate thousands. For a woman, whose reproductive ceiling 
is limited ± and who needs the constant protection of the tribe to stay alive as the weaker sex ± the risk of defying 
VRFLDO�FRQYHQWLRQ�ODFNV�VXLWDEOH�XSVLGH��'HI\LQJ�WKH�NLQJ�LVQ¶W�DOO�WKDW�VPDUW�ZKHQ�\RX�FDQ�RQO\�KDYH�D�PD[LPXP�RI�
ten babies regardless. It thus follows that women evolved to be more conformist. In essence, men evolved to pursue 
more high risk, high reward strategies in life, and nonconformity is one of them.  
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follows that women believe more in the malleability of human nature and are more drawn to an 
ideology centered around this belief (as people tend to believe others are similar to themselvesW). 
 
Furthermore, female sexual selection instincts motivate Leftist traits in women. In selecting a mate, 
women desire power and status. Detecting these traits was (and is) essential. Reproduction for 
women is biologically expensive. They are limited in child-bearing capacity. Thus, they need to 
ensure they reproduce with the best possible mate. Furthermore, children and women (especially 
in pregnancy) are vulnerable. Women need a strong partner who will provide and protect. One of 
high status who can compel the rest of the tribe to protect as well.  
 
But status and power can easily be faked. A gold chain may be plated. Confidence may be a 
charade. Thus, women often probe potential partners for weakness to gauge if they are truly 
confident and strong and not desperate and weak in disguise. Women may denigrate a potential 
partner or put him in an uncomfortable position to see how he reacts. Does he panic and scramble 
to win back her praise? If so, he may be weak and low-status in disguise. However, if he is cool, 
confident, and composed, this signals that many other women are likely interested in him (as he is 
QRW�DQ[LRXV�DERXW�ZLQQLQJ�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�ZRPDQ¶V�SUDLVH��� 
 
7KLV�LV�FRPPRQO\�NQRZQ�DV�D�³VKLW�WHVW�´�)RU�H[DPSOH��D�ZRPDQ�PD\�VD\�³\RX¶UH�RQO\�DWWUDFWHG�
WR�PH�IRU�P\�ERG\�´�$�ZHDN�SDUWQHU�PD\�SOHDG��³QR��,�UHDOO\�ORYH�\RXU�SHUVRQDOLW\��,�DGPLUH�\RX�
VR�PXFK�´�7KLV�LQGLFDWHV�KH�LV�GHVSHUDWH��SDQLFNHG�DERXW�WKH�SRVVLEility of losing her affection. Yet 
D�FRQILGHQW�PDQ�PD\�UHSO\�VDUFDVWLFDOO\��³QR�ZD\��\RXU�EUDLQ�LV�VR�KRW�´�+H�LV�FRPIRUWDEOH�PDNLQJ�
light of her criticism. He is confident in himself. He does not need her praise. This indicates he is 
likely high-status and has other options.  
 
In essence, women are hard-wired to try to weaken the strong to see who the strong truly are. 
Women are thus more naturally inclined toward Leftism, which strives to nurture the weak and 
weaken the strong.  
 
The notion of a fundamental, evolved difference in male-female political ideology is consistent 
with data, as women vote for more Leftist parties in nearly every single western country today, 
which can hardly be shrugged off as coincidenceX,Y,Z. We observe also in everyday life that women 
appear more liberal and more passionate about liberal politics.  
 
Thus, in figurative terms, we can think of the Right as a stern father and the Left as a nurturing 
mother. One needs both a loving mother and father to be optimally raised. And there must be a 
balance of power between the two.  
 
We see that both the Left and Right have faults in their views. People are not entirely shaped by 
environment (the exaggerated Left) nor entirely shaped by genetics (the exaggerated Right). Thus, 
the Left and Right need one another to tame the ills of each ideology. A severe imbalance in the 
forces of Right and Left leads to catastrophe. Consider Nazism (an ideology based around absolute 
ELRORJLFDO�GHVWLQ\�GHULYHG�IURP�RQH¶V�UDFH��RU�6WDOLQLVP��DQ�LGHRORJ\�EDVHG�DURXQG�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�
absolute economic parity). The forces of Right and Left must hold each other in check for a society 
to flourish. 
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Yet today, the forces of Right and Left have fallen greatly out of balance18. 
 
Far Leftism has corrupted much of American culture ± especially elite institutions such as 
academia, media, and corporations ± without a cohesive counter force. We see a complete denial 
of human nature: gender is purely a social construct; race is purely a social construct. All 
LQHTXDOLWLHV�DUH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�RSSUHVVLRQ��6RFLHW\�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�³YLFWLPV´�DQG�³RSSUHVVRUV´�EDVHG�
on race, gender, sexuality, etc. And those who oppose these doctrines face heavy penalties: social 
ostracization, loss of employment, ³FDQFHOODWLRQ�´�)UHH�VSHHFK�KDV�EHHQ�GHFLPDWHG�� 
 
This phenomenon is often referred to as wokeness. We use this term because nearly all readers 
will have heard it before and understand what it means19, AA. Yet, we regret that many associate 
FRPSODLQWV�DERXW�³ZRNHQHVV´�ZLWK�UDQWV�RI�GLVJUXQWOHG�Twitter users. It is cliché. And thus, it fails 
to capture the gravity of what is happening in America. The best we can describe it is this: 
 
It is as though a great darkness has swallowed American society. This darkness has captured the 
minds of millions of people. Millions of good, empathetic people, who ± on the remotest mention 
of certain issues ± flip like a switch. Thirsty for blood. The darkness speaks through them much 
like the Ring speaks through Gollum. They speak with an anger and hatred bigger than an 
individual can even possess. For they are no longer an individual. They are part of a larger dark 
force which has stolen from them their humanity. A dark bigger than anything we can even 
comprehend. Slowly the darkness eats at them until the rage and sadness become them. But, of 
course, there is still a human being behind their eyes. Often, a human being in quite terrible psychic 
pain.  
 
It may seem obvious that an ideology which encourages one to victimize themselves and 
catastrophize has made people more depressed. Yet we encourage all readers to read Matthew 
<JOHVLDV¶�SLHFH�KHUHBB on how wokeness has contributed to a massive rise in depression (especially 
among liberal girls, over 30% of whom have seriously thought about suicide in the last year!)CC.  
 
I myself recall a recent conversation with a very liberal college girl. She was pretty and blonde 
and from a rich family ± everything, on the surface, about her life was great. And yet, she was 
deeply depressed. She explained that her life felt like one disaster after another. Trump being 
elected. Then George Floyd. Then Israel-Palestine. She was angry all the time. She was exhausted.  
 
And yet, she was totally blind to the fact that life did not have to be this way. Totally blind to the 
fact that her ideology was the root of her depression (rather than injustices in the world). Reduced 
to constant anger and sadness, she truly could not imagine any other way of being.  
 
Such is terribly sad. We are heart-broken to see young, healthy girls and boys wearing KN-95 
masks outside, having been conditioned by extreme Leftism to live a life of constant fear. Always 
with shoulders hunched and solemn eyes which never seem to smile. Which glare and glance 

 
18 To be clear, we speak not of a power imbalance on issues of the economy, but rather on issues of culture, as we 
shall see.  
19 if you are unfamiliar, Andrew Sullivan has a great piece you can read in the subsequent endnote (that is, endnote 
³$$´��outlining woke ideology.  
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coldly, scanning the world for constant threat. Anxious. Afraid. Behind these eyes, there is a human 
being in serious need of help. This is not an existence we want for our children.  
 
Yet we seek primarily to discuss how the rise of wokeness has further isolated Americans from 
one another.  
 
One way in which wokeness separates people from one another is through social conditioning 
against loyalty.  Observe that one way in which wokeness reproduces itself is by denying freedom 
of association: if you associate with someone who has said or done something in violation of woke 
QRUPV�� \RX� DUH� ³FDQFHOOHG´� E\� DVVRFLDWLRQ�� 7KLV� DOORZV� UDGLFDO� YLHZV� WR� FRQTXHU� PDLQVWUHDP�
discourse.  
 
Consider the following thought experiment: suppose 20% of people in a society love the color 
purple. They believe it the best color in existence and anyone who disagrees is immoral. These 
people are called the pro-purples. 60% of people have no strong opinLRQ�RQ�WKH�FRORU�SXUSOH��/HW¶V�
call these people the moderates. Some moderates think purple is a nice color, though many 
moderates might think the pro-SXUSOHV�WDNH�WKLQJV�D�ELW�IDU��%XW� WKH\�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�GRQ¶W�FDUH��
They are far more concerned with paying their bills and supporting their families. The color purple 
KDV�OLWWOH�LQIOXHQFH�RYHU�WKHLU�OLIH��)LQDOO\������RI�SHRSOH�VWURQJO\�RSSRVH�WKH�FRORU�SXUSOH��/HW¶V�
call these people the anti-purples.  
 
One would imagine an anti-purple would have no problem speaking in public. They may burn 
bridges with the 20% of pro-purples. But 80% of society will still be totally fine being their friend. 
They should have no problem getting a job through 80% of employers. And most of their existing 
friends are probably moderates or anti-purples anyway.  
 
%XW�QRZ��OHW¶V�VD\�WKH�SUR-purples have effectively coordinated to craft a culture whereby anyone 
who associates with an anti-purple is similarly immoral (perhaps pro-purples are 
GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�³FRRO�DQG�SRSXODU�´�RU�PD\EH�WKH\�FRQWURO�YHFWRUV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VXFK�DV�WKH�
media and academia, which allows them to effectively coordinate). Now, any moderate 
businessowner will be strongly hesitant to hire a public anti-purple (and thus associate with them) 
as they will lose 20% of their business20. Anti-purples may also lose friends by speaking on their 
beliefs. Perhaps some of their close friends are dating pro-purples and would no longer associate 
with them. Perhaps others will simply be skittish about facing the wrath of the pro-purple minority 
and distance themselves.  
 
Thus, the public discourse becomes dominated by pro-purple speech, as anti-purples speak up less 
and less. This give the illusion that pro-purples are in the strong majority, which further deters 
anti-purple speech. Over time, the pro-purples may suggest iQFUHDVLQJO\�UDGLFDO�LGHDV��/HW¶V�SDLQW�
DOO�EULGJHV�SXUSOH��/HW¶V�SDLQW�DOO�RXU�FKXUFKHV�SXUSOH��)HZ�ZDQW�WR�EH�WKH�RQHV�WR�DVN��³KRZ�PXFK�
LV�DOO�RI�WKLV�JRLQJ�WR�FRVW�´�$QG�VR��VRFLHW\�ODUJHO\�VWHSV�WR�WKH�VLGH�DQG�DOORZV�WKH�SUR-purples to 
enact ideas the majority disagree with. Pro-purples will suggest painting all car windshields purple. 
The 80% is aware this is ridiculous. But no one wants to be the one to say it. Fearing for their jobs 
and relationships, many decide it is no big deal, they will just no longer drive.  

 
20 Or worse. If they hire an anti-purple, many moderates may avoid their business for fear of being perceived as 
associating with a business that associates with anti-purples.  
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What goes unsaid eventually goes unthought. Over time, the pro-purple agenda appears normal. 
&KLOGUHQ�GRQ¶W�TXHVWLRQ�ZK\�FDUV�DUH�XQGULYDEOH��7KH\¶YH�QHYHU�NQRZQ�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH��$QG�WKH\¶YH�
been so conditioned to believe it a terribly evil thought to even wonder if windshields might be 
EHWWHU�OHIW�XQSDLQWHG�VR�WKDW�SHRSOH�FDQ�VHH�ZKHUH�WKH\¶UH�GULYLQJ� 
 
We see a similar thing happen with wokeness in America. For example, in 2020 when BLM 
demanded cities defund the police, most reasonable people were aware this was a terrible idea. But 
nobody wanted to be the one to say it and risk being called a racist (akin to an anti-purple in our 
example). And so, people went along with it. Over time, many fled cities which had become too 
YLROHQW��7KLV�ZDV�HDVLHU�WKDQ�VSHDNLQJ�RXW�DQG�ULVNLQJ�RQH¶V�MRE��DQG�ZKDW�FDQ�RQH�SHUVRQ¶V�YRLFH�
really do anyway, right?).   
 
For specific examples of freedom of association destroyed, we can look to liberal college 
campuses. When a student is accused of sexual assault in liberal colleges his friends are expected 
to drop him (regardless of credibility). Those that stick by his side or defend him often face harsh 
social repercussions. They are guilty by association. Perhaps this seems reasonable: only a bad 
person would remain friends with an assaulter. And sexual assault is an absolutely heinous crime 
worthy of social ostracization. Yet many modern accusations in college result from genuine 
misunderstands. Some accusations are even born from jealousy or a desire for attention (as the 
freedom to accuse someone and ruin their reputation with impunity is sometimes abused, as any 
absolute power inevitably is). But the expectation is still that one drops their friend unless their 
innocence is absolutely proven (and even then, an accusation carries incredible weight).  
 
We can similarly observe that Chris Cuomo was fired from CNN for giving PR advice to his 
brother Andrew when Andrew was in the midst of a sexual misconduct scandal. Most liberals I 
spoke to found this firing reasonable. Yet yours truly was revolted. Loyalt\� WR�RQH¶V� IDPLO\� LV�
sacred. Regardless of what his brother did or did not do, Chris should remain loyal to his family 
and support his family. Even if my brother were on death row I would stand by and support him 
because that is what family does.  
 
:H�PD\�DOVR�YLHZ�'DYH�&KDSHOOH¶V� ODWHVW� FRPHG\� VWDQGXS�� ,Q� LW�� KH�GHVFULEHV�KRZ�KLV� IULHQG�
Daphne (who is transgender) came to his defense when he was accused of writing transphobic 
MRNHV��)RU�RQH�WZHHW��GHIHQGLQJ�KHU�IULHQG��'DSKQH�ZDV�³FDQFHOOHG´�DQG�GUDgged over twitter and 
a week later killed herself.  
 
It is clear that the way to succeed (both socially and professionally) in modern American culture 
is to have no loyalty. If your friends or family is accused of violating PC norms, you should drop 
them, or else risk damaging your own reputation. This is cast as moral, while loyalty is culturally 
villainized (consider Chris Cuomo). People respond to incentives and messaging. Americans are 
thus conditioned to be less loyal. This inevitably transcends politics, as one cannot easily cut others 
off for un-PC views without reconstructing in their mind the meaning of loyalty and friendships.  
 
This destruction of loyalty of course makes friendships more fragile and prone to ending. But on 
a deeper level, our cultural disdain for loyalty degrades the meaning of human connection.  
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Loyalty is key component of a meaningful relationship. With my closest friends, I value the fact 
that I can say anything to them and we will still remain friends. There is a comfort and security in 
this ± the feeling that you can truly be yourself around another human being.  
 
7KHUH�LV�DQ�LQWULQVLF�EHDXW\�LQ�OR\DOW\��&RQVLGHU��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�GHHSHVW�ORYH��D�SDUHQW¶V�ORYH�RI�
WKHLU�FKLOG��$�SDUHQW¶V�OR\DOW\�LV�DEVROXWH��1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�WKH�FKLOG�VD\V�RU�GRHV��WKH�SDUHQW�ZLOO�
love their child. This love is beautiful. We spoke in our first section about how humans are evolved 
to have loyalty to their tribe. Loyalty is baked into our DNA. It is central to what it means to be a 
human being. And we believe there is great beauty in humanity.  
 
And so, when every relationship is conditional on cultural approval, we lose something as a 
society. Friendships closer approximate contracts of mutual benefits rather than the beauty of a 
PRWKHU¶V�ORYH�IRU�KHU�FKLOG��:LWK�WKLV��ZH�GHQDWXUH�RXUVHOYHV��:H�Oose that which is central to the 
meaning of the human experience: unconditional connection with other human beings.  
 
It is perhaps no coincidence that this destruction of loyalty is a feature of the far-Left, which 
believes that human nature holds no fixed form and thus can be altered without consequence. Thus 
loyalty, if a threat to the Leftist system, should be abolished21.  
 
2I�FRXUVH��LW�PXVW�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�ZRNHQHVV�LV�QRW�WKH�RULJLQDO�³FDQFHO�FXOWXUH�´�7KH�6DOHP�:LWFK�
trials illustrate how mob mentality can turn hordes of people against accused individuals. I have 
few doubts that publicly supporting an accused witch damaged oQH¶V� UHSXWDWLRQ� �PXFK� DV�
supporting a cancelled friend does today). Religions have, throughout history, burned heretics at 
the stake (and, in many ways, wokeness functions as a religion, as we will later see). The mob 
instinct is deeply engrained within us. Modern Leftism merely capitalizes upon it.  
 
This, however, is not a vindication of wokeness. A good society is one which tempers the most 
destructive human instincts while allowing the good in people to flourish ± which inspires people 
to be less cruel and more compassionate (something wokeness certainly does not do).  
 
:H�OLYH�LQ�D�YHU\�XQIRUJLYLQJ�FXOWXUH�WRGD\��,W�IHHOV�DV�WKRXJK�RQH¶V�ZRUWK�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�DOPRVW�
HQWLUHO\� E\� RQH¶V� PLVWDNHV�� ,I� \RX� PDNH� RQH� PLVWDNH� ± say one wrong thing ± \RX¶UH� GRQH��
Cancelled. Irredeemable. People are not allowed the leeway to make mistakes which conflict with 
the rules of Leftist culture and learn from them ± to voice unpopular beliefs; to (unintentionally or 
intentionally) be offensive. This is a tremendous departure from the more traditional, Christian 
view that man is unavoidably flawed and thus forgiveness is a virtue.  
 
2XU�FXOWXUDO�ODFN�RI�IRUJLYHQHVV�LQHYLWDEO\�VHHSV�LQWR�SHRSOH¶V�SV\FKHV��GHVWUR\LQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�
with unrealistic expectations of perfection. I have watched reasonable people around me cut others 
off over minor conflicts, unwilling to forgive the slightest of transgressions. I have watched them 
do so with pride, believing that they were doing good. That they were being virtuous by holding 
others to a high standard. That they were even practicing self-respect. Yet we believe the 
unwillingness to forgive minor slights is not an exorcism of any sort of virtue. It is narcissism. 
And it drives people apart from one another.  

 
21 ³/R\DOW\�LV�VDFUHG�WR�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�EH�KXPDQ�´�VRPH�VD\��³:KR�FDUHV"�´�UHSOLHV�WKH�IDU-Left (if these words ever 
UHDFKHG�WKHP���³WKHUH�LV�QR�VXFK�WKLQJ�DV�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�DQ\ZD\�´ 
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Furthermore, the unforgiving nature of woke culture also forces people to constantly self-censor, 
making social interactions more tense and unpleasant. This too has led to greater isolation.  
 
Corporations, with bloated HR departments, increasingly censor speech in the office. Mundane 
MRNHV�RU�SROLWLFDO�FRPPHQWV�PD\�EH�FRQVWUXHG�DV�FUHDWLQJ�D�³KRVWLOH�ZRUN�HQYLURQPHQW�´�7KLV�LV�
bad because the workplace is the primary place many adults meet and interact with people. And 
humor is one of the main ways that people connect with one another. Furthermore, healthy 
relationships are characterized by an ability to be relaxed and be yourself around another person, 
uninhibited. But when conversations are dictated according the PC rules of corporate HR 
departments, for many, this is not possible. Thus, workplace friendships are less close, less 
meaningful, contrived in an unnatural setting of censorship.  
 
Of course, in no society can you say anything you want. Any society will force people to self-
censor somewhat. Yet what characterizes the oppressiveness of woke censorship is the lack of 
charity with which words are interpreted.  
 
Modern Leftism conditions a lack of charity in interpretation (in part) by glorifying the act of being 
offended. For example, consider that Anita Hill was made college professor and hero of the Left 
simply for accusing Clarence Thomas of making sexually inappropriate comments. Her very act 
of being offended and accusing makes her a hero to be admired.  
 
And so, a whole generation of liberals grow up idolizing Anita Hill and similars, taught that 
reporting others for un-PC behavior makes one heroic. And everyone wants to be a hero. This 
behavior is reinforced everywhere, as those who victimize themselves as offended are showered 
with attention and lauded with praise. Thus, many jump at the chance to report an off-color joke 
in the workplace to HR and really believe they are doing the right thing22.  
 
For example, a friend works at a graphic design company. This company was designing a TV 
commercial. The branch manager chatted with one of her friends at the company, a Black woman, 
about ideas for the commercial. She played the woman a number of song ideas for the commercial. 
One of the songs was a rap song by Cardi B, which, like most rap, had the n-word in it. The Black 
woman reporter her boss to HR for creating a racist, hostile work environment by making her listen 
to a song with the n-word and the maQDJHU�ZDV�SXW�RQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�OHDYH��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�LI�VKH�
was then fired or not).  
 
This illustrates how everyday people have been so conditioned to interpret things uncharitably, 
how interactions in the modern workplace require such a high degree of self-censorship. It also 
illustrates how wokeness has divided people by race.   
 
In liberal spaces, interracial interactions are marred by tension. Many white people are literally 
terrified of saying the wrong thing to a Black person ± of inadvertently committing 
³PLFURDJJUHVVLRQV�´�ZKLFK�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�VR�FRQGLWLRQHG�WR�YLHZ�DV�WKH�SLQQDFOH�RI�DOO�HYLOV��,Q�

 
22 One is reminded of 1984, in which a son turns his own father into the thought police for comments his father made 
in his sleep, and his father ± tortured by the government ± UHPDLQV�SURXG�RI�KLV�VRQ¶V�IXOILOOPHQW�RI�FLYLO�GXWLHV�LQ�
turning him in. 
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such an unforgiving culture, accidentally committing a microaggression can have life-altering 
consequences. For example, being socially ostracized, being put on leave from work (like the 
woman who played a famous rap song for a coworker), or even being fired. 
 
The logical course of action for white people seeking to avoid threats to their reputation is to 
interact with Black people as little as possible. And, sadly, people respond to selfish incentives. 
Thus, we see college campuses and workplaces segregated by race ± often with lunch tables of 
only Black, only Hispanic, or only white people.  
 
Many Black people (and other minorities) feel excluded at workDD. They, quite accurately, 
perceive that coworkers want to limit interactions with them to polite greetings. They report trouble 
making friends.  
 
Yet, when such complaints are brought up in offices, the response is always to double down on 
the very thing leading to workplace segregation: draconian policing of speech. More DEI training 
sessions are instituted to teach about the harms of microaggressions23. More HR policies 
encouraging the reporting of subtle racism are enacted. Of course, this leads to even more tension 
in interracial interactions, which leads to even more intense policing of workplace speech. Recall 
from the prelude that equality-oriented societies only ever double down on draconianism, like a 
gambler who perpetually concludes his only mistake was not playing slot machines for long 
enough.  
 
We have seen that while white-on-black racism has objectively declined in the last 20 years, 
$PHULFDQV¶�SHUFHSWLRQV�RI�UDFH�UHODWLRQV�KDV�JRWWHQ�D�ORW�ZRUVH��DV�ZRNH�FXOWXUH�KDV�LQFUHDVHG��DV�
Americans have been increasingly encouraged to fixate on racial differences, leading to increased 
racial segregation.  
 
0DQ\�ZRNH�OHIWLVWV�DUH��TXLWH�OLWHUDOO\��VHJUHJDWLRQLVWV��,¶YH�VHHQ�ZRNHLVWV�DGYRFDWH�IRU�DQG�LQVWDWH�
racially segregated affinity groups in colleges and workplaces. To even criticize such an idea, in 
many liberal settings, would be considered, itself, racLVW��,¶YH�KHDUG�ZRNHLVWV�DGYRFDWH�WKDW�%ODFN�
people must marry Black people, that Black defendants must have Black judges, that Black 
patients must have Black doctors, that Black must should have Black teachers.  
 
Some of this is so terrible it is hard to accept as truth. Many assume these are fringe radical views 
unrepresentative of the modern Left. Yet, observe that the Vice President of the United States 
openly advocated for separating Black students into classes taught by teachers of their same raceEE. 
In Chicago, public schools now offer classes segregated by race, in which Black and Latino 
students are separated from white studentsFF. This is really happening! And in many ways, racial 
VHJUHJDWLRQ� LV� WKH� ORJLFDO�HQGSRLQW�RI�DQ� LGHRORJ\�ZKLFK�EODPHV�³ZKLWHQHVV´�DV� WKH� URRW�RI�DOO�
minority suffering (something many American children now learn in public school with the rise 
of CRT).  
 

 
23 A culture hypersensitive to microaggressions eventually conditions people of all races to adopt a conflict-oriented 
victim mentality in social interactions. The idea that grave offenses can be very subtle encourages people to 
XQFKDULWDEO\�GLVVHFW�RWKHU¶V�ODQJXDJH��$QG�WKH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�³LQWHQW�LV�LUUHOHYDQW´�FRQGLWLRQV�SHRSOH�WR�EH�XQIRUJLYLQJ�RI�
genuine misunderstandings. To be offended is to be strong and virtuous, per Anita Hill.  
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This racial division serves to isolate Americans from one another. There is an invisible wall 
between people. Friendships with other races are lost. Society becomes increasingly segregated. 
We find this condition tremendously sad.  
 
For these reasons, we observe that wokeness has made Americans lonelier and more depressed.  
 
Absolutely none of our work is meant as an endorsement of the American Right. We do not imply 
that those on the far Left are worse than those on the far Right (or the inverse). Things get very 
ugly at both political extremes. However, we speak lengthily of the far Left (rather than the far 
Right) because the Left exerts much more influence on modern American culture. Recall that we 
desire the powers of Right and Left in balance, and that today this balance has been lost.  
 
The next logical question to ask is: how did we get here? Understanding this allows us understand 
the best response we can take. Is our culture fixable? If so, how?   
 
First, a brief review of the literature on this topic24: 
 
Richard Hanania argues that wokeness is largely a result of judicial interpretation of Civil Rights 
Laws, forcing companies to bulk up massive HR departments and intensely police speech in fear 
of a hostile workplace suit. This is a compelling theory. Civil Rights law is certainly a large 
contributor to wokeness in institutions, which, in turn, fuels wokeness elsewhere: as Richard 
ZULWHV��³>PDQ\@�\RXQJ�people have never lived in a world in which every major institution that 
they interacted with was not assigning them oppressor or victim status and making decisions on 
that basisGG�´ 
 
Yet this theory does not get at the root cause of wokeness: why was the Civil Rights Law passed 
in the first place? Such an act was the product of its time. It would certainly have never been passed 
LQ�WKH�����¶V��0RUHRYHU��ZK\�KDV�LW�EHHQ�interpreted in ways that mandate equity initiatives and 
corporate speech policing? These interpretations are also a product of culture, as nobody in the 
����¶V�ZRXOG�WKLQN�WKH�SKUDVH�³HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\´�WR�QHFHVVLWDWH�WKH�VXSSUHVVLRQ�RI�MRNHV�LQ�WKH�
workplace. Observe also that woke culture evolved in countries without these same laws (such as 
Canada and the U.K.). Thus, it is more accurate to label judicial interpretation of Civil Rights Laws 
a symptom of modern Leftism, rather than a root cause.  
 
Curtis Yarvin advocates a theory commonly known as The Cathedral: in essence, that society has 
relegated power to an expert class (for example, academics, scientists, journalists). And in a 
democracy, these H[SHUWV¶�SRZHU�LV�LQ�GLUHFW�SURSRUWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�VXFFHVV�SHUVXDGLQJ�SHRSOH�RI�WKH�
importance of their field. Thus, climate scientists are inevitably incentivized to say that climate 
change is a big deal. Race and gender studies professors will inevitably profess that racism and 
sexism are serious problems. This explains why the views of universities all across the West are 
in lock step: ideas are all selected for on the basis of power. However, this theory fails to explain 
why the particular LVVXHV�ZH�VHH�WRGD\�VWHDO�WKH�VSRWOLJKW��:KHUH�DUH�WKH�PHQ¶V�VWXGLHV�GHSDUWPHQWV�
clogging up universities with claims that anti-male sexism is the biggest problem in the U.S.?  
 

 
24 :H�DSRORJL]H�LQ�DGYDQFH�IRU�RYHUVLPSOLI\LQJ�DQ\RQH�HOVH¶V�WKHRU\��ZKLFK�ZH�VKDOO�GR�LQ�WKH�LQWHUHVW�RI�VSDFH�DQG�
time).  
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Social media has been blamed by many for the rise of wokeness. And wokeness has certainly 
DFFHOHUDWHG�LQ�WKH�VRFLDO�PHGLD�HUD��UHFDOO�0DWWKHZ�<JOHVLDV¶�SLHFH�SUHYLRXVO\�FLWHG���6RFLDO�PHGLD�
drives people toward political extremes (both with the algorithms it uses and the loneliness it 
creates25). Yet the modern trend toward Leftism long pre-dates the launch of Facebook and 
Instagram (for example, we may recall our recent discussion of Civil Rights Law or observe that 
&ULWLFDO�5DFH�7KHRU\�RULJLQDWHG�LQ�DFDGHPLD�WKH�����¶VHH��ZH�PD\�DOVR�REVHUYH�WKH�³FDQFHOODWLRQ´�
and firing of CBS football broadcaster Jimmy Snyder in 1988 for claiming that Black people are 
naturally more athletic, despite apologizing for his commentsII, 26). Thus, social media may be 
accurately labelled an important contributing factor in the acceleration of wokeness, but not its 
root cause.  
 
Another likely contributing factor to wokeness is the decline of Christianity in the WestJJ. Lack of 
religion has been historically associated with political extremism. For example, Stalinism and 
Maoism both thrived on the destruction of religion. Note as well that the least religious areas of 
*HUPDQ\�ZHUH� WKRVH� WKDW�PRVW� UHDGLO\� WXUQHG� WR�1D]LVP� LQ� WKH�����¶V�� ,Q�PDQ\�ZD\V�1D]LVP�
became WKHLU�UHOLJLRQ��$V�KLVWRULDQ�6DVFKD�%HFNHU�QRWHV��³+LWOHU�ZDV�FDVW�DV�WKH�)�KUHU��HQGRZHG�
with supernatural, superhuman powersKK�´�5HOLJLRQ�KDV�H[LVWHG�VLQFH�WKH�GDZQ�RI�KXPDQ�KLVWRU\��
The human need to worship is baked deep into our psyches. And so, when belief in God falls, 
people must worship something else: politics.   
 
And, while Nazism was obviously a much worse ideology, wokeness and Nazism share some 
interesting parallels. Both are predicated on racial hierarchy. Both scapegoat racial groups for 
societal failures (the Nazis scapegoated the Jews, the Modern Left scapegoats straight white men). 
Both destroy freedom of association (even the act of assisting a Jewish person in Nazi Germany 
was met with harsh social and legal punishments)LL. And both have a religious-like fervor which 
demands absolute conformity.  
 
Observe that modern Leftists tend to be less religiousMM ± often openly disdainful of organized 
religion ± and that wokeness, in many ways, functions like a new religion. It demands absolute 
allegiance to its doctrines, regardless of fact or logic (much like the church requires faith). The act 
of challenging such doctrines in even the most empathetic ways is an act of heresy (one can think 
of J.K. Rowling pointing out that the experience of biological women is different than that of trans 
women (an obvious truth)). The most loyal followers of wokeness even take pseudo vows of 
celibacy much like Christian nuns (only these vows come in the form of puberty blockers and 
double mastectomies). The destruction of religion has likely allowed this new religion of wokeness 
to flourish. $V�'DYLG�)RVWHU�:DOODFH�VDLG��³HYHU\ERG\�ZRUVKLSV�´�Everyone worships something. 
Without theological religion, societies inevitably worship new doctrines.  
 
:H¶YH�also seen how the fall of Christian values of forgiveness and loyalty to family allow for the 
woke social control of speech and ideas to more easily take hold. Furthermore, lack of belief in a 
God which punishes the immoral leaves people with less motivation to resist bad ideologies. A 
society of devout Christians likely would not stand for the introduction of pornography and racially 
VHJUHJDWHG�FODVVURRPV�LQ�WKHLU�NLGV¶�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRROV��7KH\�ZRXOG�VSHDN�DJDLQVW�LW��DW�WKHLU�RZQ�

 
25 Recall we covered in Part 1A how loneliness contributes to political extremism and polarization.  
26 None of this is meant to offer an opinion on any of these things. We seek merely to illustrate that the Leftward shift 
in American culture long predates social media.  
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peril, confident that God would guide them through such a battle (or, at the very least, afraid that 
silence would send them to hell). Yet when the vast majority of a society lacks a religious 
motivation to act morally, it is easy for an extremist subset to steamroll a silent majority. People 
who recognize such extremist ideas as wrong are more inclined to do the selfish thing: to stay 
quiet. No God shall judge their silence.  
 
Thus, the loss of religion certainly helps explain why wokeness has been successful. But if many 
evil ideologies can flourish under a lack of religion (e.g., Nazism, Stalinism, Maoism), why has 
wokeness in particular won in the modern marketplace of ideas? Why is wokeness our new religion 
(rather than Nazism, Stalinism, or some new thing)?  
 
We believe the root cause wokeness is the rise of technology, inevitating27 the destruction of 
gender roles28. 
 
Observe that the advance of technology has caused intellectual labor to be of greater value than 
physical labor (for example, a lawyer or programmer makes more than a construction worker)29. 
While men, as the physically stronger sex, were once much more valuable workers, male and 
female IQ is, on average, equalNN. Thus, any nation seeking to maximize economic efficiency 
needs women to work30.  
 
However, there is one problem: women have less to gain from working. From a romantic 
perspective, at least. Observe that a man who makes more money is more desirable to women. 
This is a strong incentive for men to work hard and get rich. Women, on the other hand, typically 
prefer to marry or date across or up the socioeconomic ladder. Few women want to date a man 
who makes less than them. Thus, as a woman becomes more economically successful, her romantic 
options decrease.  
 
So, how can society compel women to work with fewer romantic rewards?  
 
Recall that women are more conformist than men ± more easily swayed by societal pressure than 
men. This is exploited by the American system.  
 
American society extracts labor from women by putting immense pressure on middle to upper 
class women to go into the workforce and prioritize education and career over marriage and family. 
Women who stay at home with kids and are framed as pawns of the patriarchy, victim to the sexist 
QRWLRQ� RI� ZKDW� D� ZRPDQ� LV� ³VXSSRVHG´� WR� EH�� 7KH\� DUH� IURZQHG� XSRQ� DQG� SLWLHG� IRU� ODFNLQJ�
independence and freedom.  
 

 
27 making inevitable 
28 This next section will likely be the most controversial of our writing as we must discuss ugly truths of gender 
differences to fully explain modern Leftism. Such may be unflattering to many readers. But if telling the truth always 
made one appear a saint, people would have no reason to lie.   
29 7R�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�DOUHDG\�VFUHDPLQJ�DW�PH�LQ�WKHLU�KHDGV�DERXW�$,�GHFUHDVLQJ�WKH�YDOXH�RI�LQWHOOHFWXDO�ODERU��ZH¶UH�
going to get there. There are a lot of ideas to get through.  
30 The tendency of advanced technology to inevitate women working is evidenced by rising female labor rates in 
nearly every technologically advanced society today (also, observe that the least advanced technologically societies, 
such as those in Northern Africa, maintain some of the most conservative gender roles).  
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This messaging is ubiquitous. In movies, women beat up men twice their size to show that women 
can do anything men can do. The men in the lives of female protagonists are pathetic and secondary 
to her pursuits, which revolved around anything other than having children and starting a family. 
This is because, in order to have a culture in which women work similar hours to men, gender 
roles which would encourage women to stay at home with kids and be reliant on their husband 
must be entirely demolished. Gender itself must be branded a social construct.  
 
How does this rebranding happen? Observe the following massive simplification:  
 
/HW¶V� UHZLQG� WR�ZKHQ� WKHUH�ZHUH� H[WUHPHO\� IHZ�ZRPHQ� LQ� FRUSRUDWH�$PHULFD��:KHQ�ZRPHQ�
staying home with kids was the norm. As technology advanced and increased the value of 
intellectual labor, naturally progressive-minded business owners who hired more women 
capitalized on the under-tapped asset of female labor. They thus did better economically (and 
EHFDPH�³FRROHU�DQG�PRUH�SRSXODU´�LQ�WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�IRRWQRWH�6). Other business owners saw that 
hiring more women led to greater profit and did the same. Over time, any business which did not 
hire women could not compete economically (and, increasingly got slammed with discrimination 
suits born of the Civil Rights lawOO).  
 
Most people think that one has beliefs, and these beliefs cause one to act a certain way. Yet the 
reality is often the reverse: one performs actions for reasons one is unaware of, and then fashions 
a belief system to explain these actions (usually in a way WKDW�PDNHV� RQH¶V� DFWLRQV� JRRG� DQG�
altruistic)PP. For example, Chinese prison camps showed that if one is motivated by rewards of 
extra food to write pro-communist essays, one will quite literally become pro-communist (as one 
ZLOO�UHFRQVWUXFW�RQH¶V�RZQ�EHOLHI�V\VWHP�WR�H[SODLQ�ZK\�ZULWLQJ�SUR-communist essays made one 
good and altruistic)QQ.  
 
And so, when big business owners hire women in order to maximize profit, they adopt the belief 
system that hiring women is good; that women staying home with kids is bad; that old fashioned 
gender roles are oppressive. Over time, nearly all the cool and popular people support the abolition 
RI�JHQGHU�UROHV�DQG�ZRPHQ¶V�HTXDOLW\��)URP�RXU�ILQGLQJV�LQ�IRRWQRWH�6, you can hopefully predict 
what sort of effect this will have on the culture31.  
 
Moreover, women who work make more money. They rise to positions of greater influence. 
Meanwhile women who stay home with kids make no income. They are disproportionately part of 
poorer families. They hold no position of cultural influence. They are not executive on any 
important board or writer of any influential movie. And so, the women who work exert greater 
LQIOXHQFH�RQ�RXU�FXOWXUH�WKDQ�WKH�ZRPHQ�ZKR�GRQ¶W��7KH\�EHFRPH�³FRRO�DQG�SRSXODU´�ZKLOH�WKH�
stay-at-home housewives do not.  
 
And the cool and popular women who rise to important positions of influence believe their way of 
life is the best (duh, why else would they live the way they do?). They thus believe the housewives 
with no job are oppressed, under the thumb of a sexist patriarchy which oppresses women.  

 
31 2EVHUYH��WRR��WKDW�DOO�RI�RXU�FRJQLWLRQV�DUH�FRQQHFWHG��,W¶V�KDUG�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�LV�LPSRUWDQW�ZKLOH�DOO�
other forms of equality are meaningless. And so, economic elites adopt the belief that racial equality is important as 
well. That discrimination along the lines of sexuality is important and bad. And so, the cool and popular elites advocate 
for these issues as well. 
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And so, they inject these beliefs into the culture. Women on the writing team of major movies 
write female protagonists who defy traditional gender norms, even if this is out of touch with 
audiences. When Disney makes movies with women who beat up men twice their size, proving 
that women can do anything men can do, the writers genuinely believe they are doing a great thing 
(and, I imagine, are genuinely stunned when many of their ultra-woke films tank)32.  
 
Meanwhile, many stay-at-home moms believe their way of life is best. They cherish the fact that 
WKH\�GRQ¶W�QHHG� WR�ZRUN��7KDW� WKH\�DUH�SURYLGHG�IRU�E\�D� ORYLQJ�KXVEDQG��7KDW� WKH\�FDQ�VSHQG�
ample time with their kids and nurture them. That they are not burdened by the anxieties of work 
and balancing work with family life. That they may spend more time with friends. But these 
women have little position of influence. They are not on the board of marketing companies. They 
do not write influential movies. They are not cool and popular. So the benefits of their lifestyle 
achieve little visibility.  
 
Over time, more and more women want to be like the cool and popular women they see in movies 
and advertisements idolized as successful, strong, and independent. And so, more and more women 
go to college and into the workforce. Women now outnumber men in college by nearly 20% points 
(a roughly 60-40 split)RR. Young women earn more than young men in several statesSS. Women 
have increasingly little desire to have kids, instead prioritizing career pursuitsTT, UU. And they are 
increasingly neglecting to have kids, instead pursuing high-paying career.  
 
7KLV�KDV�FRQWULEXWHG� WR�$PHULFD¶V�VWDUWOLQJO\� ORZ�IHUWLOLW\� UDWH�RI� around 1.7 births per woman 
(well below replacement rate)VV. This is important because, for many parents, having children is 
the most meaningful thing in life. Yet increasing numbers of women (and men) are deprived of 
this sense of meaning, compelled to choose career pursuits over starting a family. We believe it is 
greatly psychologically distressing (especially for women) to be childless later in life. Deep inside 
your lizard brain, a voice screams constantly that you have failed to fulfill your evolved imperative 
to reproduce. Life lacks deeper meaning and purpose. This all leads to depression. Yet this shift in 
the role of women is lauded as an expansion of freedom ± the freedom to defy oppressive gender 
norms.  
 
WH¶YH�VHHQ�WKURXJKRXW�KRZ�WKH�DSSDUHQW�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�IUHHGRP�RIWHQ� OHDGV� WR�D�JUHDWHU�ORVV�RI�
freedom. The freedom to change locations soon forces you to be disconnected from friends. The 
freedom to watch whatever you want soon forces you to lose common ground with others. And 
the freedom of women to work inevitably forces women to do so.  
 
Suppose you are a woman from a liberal background. The idea of not having a career likely never 
crosses your mind. It is drilled into your psyche from a young age that to be dependent on a man 
is to be oppressed. Even if you hate the stress of schoolwork and deadlines and the idea of being 
a constant puppet on a string for a large corporation, you go to college and get a job because the 
alternative is an oppression you are taught to hate even more.  
 

 
32 Importantly, this is not part of a grand conspiracy to manipulate American minds to exploit female labor. The 
cultural gender shift is incredibly decentralized. The free market under advanced technology simply grants those with 
more feminist ideas greater influence. And the sum of many individual actions moves culture.  
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But suppose, somehow, you break out of this mental frame. You decide you GRQ¶W want to work a 
9-to-5. You want to start a family and raise kids and devote your time to mothering them. You will 
then be looked down upon by those you know. People are polite, of course. They will not insult 
your life choices to your face. But you will feel a judgement. A decline in status. A resentment 
from other women who view you as a pathetic pawn in the patriarchy, conforming to oppressive 
gender norms. Professional women often speak of stay-at-home moms with a truly remarkable 
level of hatred. A hatred, perhaps, born of jealousy, as a small part of them envies the stresslessness 
of their lives ± so in order for professional women to justify their own life choices to themselves, 
they must view stay-at-home moms as truly vile and oppressed creatures with thus undesirable 
lives. 
 
But suppose you can stomach this lower status. Hopefully, your true friends will support you in 
your life decisions, no matter what. And suppose you find a man who loves you and has similar 
values with regards to gender and is willing to provide for you while you assume the role of caring 
IRU�NLGV��OLYLQJ�D�IDPLO\�OLIH�VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�����¶V�� 
 
Your family will then make roughly half the income of all others in your social circle (with only 
one working partner). The American economy is now structured around the two-parent working 
household. The prices of nice homes in nice areas with nice schools all respond to what American 
households are able WR�SD\�IRU�WKHP��,I�\RX�GRQ¶W�ZRUN��DQG�LQVWHDG�GHYRWH�\RXUVHOI�WR�PRWKHULQJ���
your kids will go to worse schools. You will live in a worse neighborhood. Your family will be of 
lower socioeconomic status. All while your friends will live in nicer homes, send their kids to nicer 
schools, and enjoy more luxurious vacations.  
 
If you are like most people, being economically inferior to those you know will likely lead to envy, 
which leads to resentment. You will resent that your husband cannot adequately provide for the 
family (while his failure is mostly the fault our economic system, emotions are not rational). You 
will, in turn, come to resent him. And your marriage will suffer.  
 
Perhaps there is the hope that you may marry really rich and have a husband who can adequately 
provide on a one-parent salary. But observe that the sexual market has changed drastically under 
feminism:  
 
In societies with stricter gender roles, pre-marital sex is often discouraged, especially for women. 
This because, in such societies, a woman needs to marry in order to receive financial security 
herself and her children. Thus, marriage must be incentivized for men (who will be giving up much 
of their income to support a wife and family). Thus, marriage must be the only way for a man to 
get sex (now WKDW¶V an incentive).  
 
Observe that women are often most critical of promiscuous women. When a woman dislikes 
DQRWKHU�ZRPDQ��WKH�ILUVW�LQVXOW�RXW�RI�KHU�PRXWK�LV�RIWHQ�³VOXW�´�7KHUH�LV�DQ�HYROYHG�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV��
For much of history, having premarital sex as a woman increased the supply of sex and thus 
decreased the demand. If men could have sex without giving up half their income, they would have 
far less incentive to marry and provide for women. To be a slut was to quite literally throw your 
entire gender under the bus.  
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With the evaporation of gender roles, societal discouraging of premarital sex has thus evaporated 
DV�ZHOO��:RPHQ�QRZ�KDYH�QR�LQFHQWLYH�WR�GHQ\�VH[�XQWLO�PDUULDJH��7KH\�GRQ¶W�QHHG�PDUULDJH�WR�
be financially secure. And so, we have a society which glorifies promiscuity and sexual pleasure 
(for example, consider how attitudes on pornography have shifted ± sexual pleasure is no longer a 
sin, it is a virtue)33. And we have a society in which people wait until later in life to get married, 
RIWHQ�RSWLQJ�WR�VOHHS�DURXQG�LQ�WKHLU���¶V�WR�PD[LPL]H�VH[XDO�SOHDVXUH� 
 
The result of this is a highly stratified sexual market. A small minority of elite men dominate. This 
is evidenced by Tinder data, which LQ�HVVHQFH�VKRZV�WKDW�³the bottom 80% of men (in terms of 
attractiveness) are competing for the bottom 22% of women and the top 78% of women are 
competing for the top 20% of menWW�´ 
 
This is because high status men now can and do have sex with 10 or 20 different women a week 
(whereas, before, they were forced by social convention to marry only one). Thus, many women 
(who previously could not have had sex with such a man, now can). Women are sexual selectors. 
They want to mate with the highest status partner they can (men, on the other hand, are far less 
selective and will often opt for one-WLPH�VH[�ZLWK�MXVW�DERXW�DQ\RQH�ZKR�LVQ¶W�KLGHRXV���,I�WKH\�can 
have sex with an extremely high status, they have little desire to have sex with another man of 
lower status. And so, many women flock to men of extremely high status, even if these men do 
not treat them well (as any woman is just one member of an expansive sexual roster to them).  
 
Thus, more and more men find themselves without the ability to attract a partner. There is a 
documented monumental rise in the number of single young menXX. An alarming number of men 
have given up even trying to dateYY. This is because the options for men outside the top 20% in 
desirability are tremendously bleak.  
 
Yet women find themselves in a frustrating position as well. They may be able to get sex easily. 
But it is far harder for them to convince a high-status man to date them when he can play the field 
with success, as men yearn for variety in sexual experienceZZ.  
 
There is another factor is at play in the stratification of the sexual marketplace: women do not want 
to date a man who makes less than them. Much research shows that women who earn more than 
their husbands report lower relationship and life satisfactionAAA, BBB. And so, as a woman 
increasingly makes more money, her practical romantic options become further limited to a 
minority of men earning more than her. These men are either tremendously unattractive or would 
often rather play the field because they can.  
 
And so, the vast majority of both men and women lead increasingly dissatisfying romantic lives. 
Many women (especially as they age) cannot get a partner who satisfies them. They thus must 
settle for a man they are dissatisfied with or endure romantic loneliness34. Many men (especially 

 
33 7KH�JORULILFDWLRQ�RI�SOHDVXUH�WUDQVFHQGV�WKH�VH[XDO��$PHULFD�GHULGHV�FULWLFLVP�RI�RYHUHDWLQJ�DV�³IDW�VKDPLQJ�´�LQVWHDG�
encouraging people to be drugged by the ultra-powerful flavor technology of fast-food corporations and eat themselves 
into depression.  
34 :H¶YH�QRWLFHG�D�ULVH�LQ�DUWLFOHV�JORULI\LQJ�VLQJOH�ZRPHQ�DV�³HPSRZHUHG�´�RIWHQ�ZULWWHQ�E\�ZRPHQ��7KLV�LV�OLNHO\�D�
coping mechanism of sorts. Because more and more women are dissatisfied with their romantic lives, they must invent 
rationalizations for why being dissatisfied is good. And so, borrowing the language of feminism, this loneliness is 
UHIUDPHG�DV�³HPSRZHUPHQW�´� 
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young men) cannot even find a partner, period, as the dating market is so heavily stratified. Young 
people are dating less, having less sex, and becoming lonelierCCC, DDD. 
 
7KH�VWUDWLILFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VH[XDO�PDUNHW�DOVR�YDVWO\�GLPLQLVKHV�D�ZRPDQ¶V�KRSHV�RI�PDUU\LQJ�ULFK�
and living a traditional lifestyle of caring for children. This is because rich men with any 
attractiveness and charism are increasingly incentivized to play the field rather than settle down. 
 
Furthermore, there is a nasty rise in divorce rates as American society becomes more and more 
fixated on sexual pleasure. Fixation of sexual pleasure inevitates35 the erosion of the family. 
Marriage is not about creating a stable foundation in which to nurture kids. Marriage is about 
extracting pleasure. And once such a situation becomes unpleasurable, there is no shame in ending 
it.  It has become the norm for rich men to get divorced multiple times in order to marry younger, 
more attractive women. One can think of Leornardo DiCaprio, who has perfected dating to a 
science: find a young 18-year-old woman, date her until she gets too old for his taste, then rinse 
and repeat. Absolutely none of this is meant to insult Leornardo DiCaprio. He is operating 
rationally in a culture which conditions us to view the pursuit of sexual pleasure as one of the 
highest orders of meaning.  
 
And so, even if by tremendous luck a woman can marry a rich billionaire who allows her to live a 
traditional lifestyle, this marriage will likely be short-lived and riddled with constant insecurity 
(knowing it is likely marred with an expiration date).  
 
Thus, we see that most women need to work in modern America. The freedom of women to work 
has become the inability not to.  
 
And so, we ask, which freedom is more important: the freedom to work for a corporation which 
views you as a piece of property? Or the freedom to be connected with your family? To mother 
your children rather than be forcibly alienated from them. To have time to relax and do what you 
truly love. And to spend time with the people you love. Similarly, is the freedom to have premarital 
sex more important than the freedom to achieve romantic satisfaction and have a stable family?  
 
A reasonable person could argue for either side of these questions. Some women are perhaps 
happier working and losing time with their kids. Yet, on the whole, the data is quite clear: as 
feminism has progressed, women have gotten more depressedEEE, FFF, GGG. This is often referred to 
DV�³WKH�SDUDGR[�RI�GHFOLQLQJ�IHPDOH�KDSSLQHVV�´�\HW for anyone who has experienced being forcibly 
DOLHQDWHG�IURP�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�E\�WKH�FROG�ZDQWV�RI�D�FRUSRUDWLRQ��LW¶V�easy to understand why women 
WRGD\�DUH�IDU�OHVV�KDSS\�WRGD\�WKDQ�WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�����¶VHHH.  
 
It is thus ironic that women are often the biggest proponents of feminism. But understandable 
nonetheless: the seduction of power is always alluring36. And feminism has effectively branded 
LWVHOI�DV�³HPSRZHULQJ�ZRPHQ�´�D�EUDQG�LQHYLWDWHG�E\�WKH�LQYLVLEOH�KDQG�RI�WKH�IUHH�PDUNHW��DV�ZH�
SUHYLRXVO\�H[SODLQHG���:KLOH� DVVXPLQJ� WKH�³HPSRZHUHG´� UROH�RI�EXVLQHVVZRPDQ�PD\� LQFUHDVH�
female depression, this negative emotion is often channeled into rage against the patriarchy. The 
more dissatisfied women get, the more they blame the patriarchy for oppressing them and double 

 
35 Makes inevitable.  
36 For example, we adore the power to move cities and the power to choose our entertainment, even at great cost.  
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down on feminism, the very thing increasing female depression (recall how equality-oriented 
cultures, like gambling addicts, only ever double down).  
 
7KRXJK��LQ�IDLUQHVV��WKHUH�LV�PXFK�WUXWK�LQ�WKH�³HPSRZHUPHQW´�EUDQGLQJ��7RGD\��ZRPHQ�RFFXS\�
more influential positions (for example, deciding what science is ethical to conduct or writing 
culturally influential movies). And so, women exert more influence on American culture. And in 
WKLV�YHU\�UHDO�VHQVH��ZRPHQ�DUH�³HPSRZHUHG´�WRGD\��SHUKDSV�WR�DQ�H[WHQW�EH\RQG�DQ\�RWKHU�SRLQW�
in human history.   
 
Recall our finding at the beginning of this section that women are inherently more Leftist (we told 
you all that political philosophizing would be important). They are more equality-oriented, 
inherently inclined to nurture the weak and denigrate the strong. Statistics also show that women, 
on average, are more supportive of doctrines of woke culture. For example, 85% of women think 
a speaker should not be allowed to speak on a college campus if they believe that transgender 
people have mental disorders. The percent of men who believe this is slightly over halfIII. 59% of 
women believe protecting free speech is less important than promoting an inclusive society, while 
71% of men believe the oppositeJJJ. It thus follows that the increased cultural power of women 
inevitates a leftward shift in American culture, ceteris paribus. And this is exactly what we have 
seen over the past several decades with the rise of modern wokeness37.  
 
But, of course, holding influential positions in large corporations is only one way of exerting 
SRZHU��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�ZD\V�WR�EH�³FRRO�DQG�SRSXODU´�DQG�WKXV�LQIOXHQFH�FXOWXUH��$QG�DQRWKHU�
primary way is sex appeal.  
 
Throughout history, the male-female power dynamic can be simplified as follows: women needed 
protection and financial security from men. And men needed sex from women. In the crudest 
VHQVH��ZRPHQ�³VROG´�VH[�IRU�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�ILQDQFLDO�VHFXULW\�RI�D�PDle partner. Today, men 
still have the same biological urge for sex. But women no longer need men for financial security 
or physical protection. The value of men has decreased38. Thus, the power dynamic between the 
genders has shifted, allotting far more power to women, and thus far more cultural control.  
 
)RU�H[DPSOH��LW�LV�TXLWH�FRPPRQ�RQ�7LQGHU�RU�%XPEOH�IRU�ZRPHQ�WR�SXW�³QR�7UXPS�VXSSRUWHUV´�
LQ�WKHLU�ELR��,�KDYH�QRW�KHDUG�RI�DQ\�PHQ�SXWWLQJ�³QR�%LGHQ�+LOODU\�VXSSRUWHUV�LQ�WKHLU�ELR´��QRW�
WKDW�WKHVH�PHQ�GRQ¶W�H[LVW��EXW�DUH�IDU�OHVV�FRPPRQ�WKDW�ZRPHQ�ZLWK ³QR�7UXPS´�ELRV���:RPHQ�
are pickier with sexual partners now because they can be. Because women do not need men in the 
same way they used to. Whereas the biological male desire for women is just as strong as ever. 
And so, many desperate men conform to what women say they desire39. Thus, female sexuality 
influences culture in a way male sexuality does not.  
 

 
37 This is not to say the abolition of gender roles is the only cause of wokeness. For example, declining testosterone 
due to chemical pollutants is likely a significant contributor as well. %XW�ZH¶OO�JHW�WR�WKDW�� 
38 Herein we see a common theme: the value of human interaction has decreased. Friendship holds less value when 
one can find endless entertainment in TikTok and Television. Romance holds less value to women when men do not 
provide. And, to an extent, women hold less value for men in an era ripe with hardcore pornography and high rates of 
female obesity.  
39 E.g., ³lLEHUDO��IHPLQLVW��/4%74��DOO\"�6XUH��,�DP��$P�,�GDWHDEOH�\HW"´ 
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In short, men and women possessed different powers throughout history. Men held financial and 
protective power. Women held sexual power. These powers balanced one another out. For every 
powerful male military leader, there was a powerful seductress whispering in his ear.  
 
It is undeniable that the balance of power between genders has changed ± that men hold less 
financial and protective power while women have retained the power of female sexuality. And 
thus, our politics today more closely follow the politics of women as a result. And thus, American 
politics have surged leftward, resulting in wokeness40, KKK.  
 
Recall the pro-purples/anti-purples example. When there is even a small power imbalance favoring 
pro-purples, they may shift culture to become radically pro-purple over time. Culture is not the 
sum of what everyone believes in a vacuum; it is primarily dictated by exorcisms of power. Thus, 
a moderate increase in the cultural power of women can, in turn, shift American culture to be 
radically more feminine.  
 
Absolutely none of this is a value judgement on feminine belief systems. Just as Left and Right 
are deeply flawed, so too are the politics men and women. In an ideal society, the sexes balance 
one another out to tame their worst attributes. A society in which men hold too much power is not 
equality-oriented enough and hyper violent. Whereas a society dominated by female thinking 
becomes too equality oriented, too nurturing, such that values like free speech are sacrificed in the 
absolute pursuit of inclusivity (this is what we see today).  
 
There is another factor is at play in woke politics: female sexual dissatisfaction.  
 
There is a significant link between liberal politics and sexual/romantic dissatisfaction. 
Conservatives consistently report higher quality relationships and marriagesLLL. And those with 
more conservative orientations tend be more satisfied with their sex lifeMMM. Furthermore, liberal 
ZRPHQ�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�UHSRUW�ZDQWLQJ�PRUH�VH[�WKDQ�WKH\¶UH�KDYLQJ��DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�VH[XDO�
GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ������RI�³YHU\�OLEHUDO´�ZRPHQ�UHSRUW�ZDQWLQJ�PRUH�VH[�FRPSDUHG�WR�MXVW�����RI�
³YHU\� FRQVHUYDWLYH´�ZRPHQNNN. Liberal women are also more likely to be single (even when 
controlling for age)OOO��$QHFGRWDOO\��ZKHQ�\RX�SLFWXUH�D�ZRNH�FXOWXUH�ZDUULRU��\RX�GRQ¶W�H[DFWO\�
picture someone living it up in the bedroom.  
 
The conclusion some draw from this is that conservative beliefs make people more sexually and 
romantically satisfied (and there is certainly truth to this). Some argue this is due to the religion 
gap between liberals and conservativesPPP. Others note that left-wing ideology idolizes sexual 
pleasure ± and when one is fixated on maximizing pleasure, one can never get enough of itQQQ.  
 

 
40 And they have surged leftward in a distinctly feminine manner, with a culture oriented around the importance of 
SURWHFWLQJ�IHHOLQJV��3HU�5LFKDUG�+DQDQLD¶V�³:RPHQ¶V�7HDUV�:LQ�LQ�WKH�0DUNHWSODFH�RI�,GHDV�´�ZRNHQHVV�RQ�FROOHJH�
campuses is driven largely by women who get offended by language ± a microcosm of American society at large. 
 
In contrast, Karl Marx was certainly far-/HIW��<HW�KH�QHYHU�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�³WUDXPD´�RI�KDYLQJ�RQH¶V�IHHOLQJV�KXUW�E\�
offensive language. The closest he comes to this is the discussion of alienation, which we believe actually reflects a 
rather masculine drive to feel useful and important. 
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Yet we believe that causation exists in the reverse direction as well: that the state of sexual 
frustration makes wokeness alluring for women. It serves as an outlet to express sexual frustration. 
And our culture produces a surplus of sexual frustration (for both sexes).  
 
Women today experience high levels of sexual dissatisfaction, with weak male partners who do 
not adequately provide for them. Over 60% of women report being sexually dissatisfiedRRR. Such 
is ironically oft cited by left-wing feminists who argue for the further abolition of gender roles 
(doubling down on the very cause of this dissatisfaction).  
 
The state of sexual dissatisfaction is typically one of destructiveness. For men, this destructiveness 
often takes the form of physical violence. The internet is rife with memes of Hitler being a beta 
male. And there is a deep truth in this. Many believe Hitler died a virginSSS. While mainstream 
historians now believe this LV�SUREDEO\�IDOVH��+LWOHU¶V�SRLQWOHVV�GHVWUXFWLYHQHVV�LV�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�
male sexual desperation.  
 
Similarly, many believe terrorism in the Middle East stems from intensely polygamous Muslim 
cultures leaving many men with no hope of ever getting laid or finding a girlfriend. Such men turn 
to violence41. In some ways, politics is a vessel for dissatisfied men to unleash their unfulfilled 
sexual desires. The politics of terrorists can be summarized: LI�ZH�FDQ¶W�IXFN�ZRPHQ��ZH¶OO�IXFN�WKH�
world! 
 
For women, sexual dissatisfaction manifests itself differently. Recall our previously introduced 
idea of shit tests. When a woman fears that she lacks a strong partner, she may make complaints 
ZKLFK�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKHLU�VWDWHG�FDXVH�WR�WHVW�D�SDUWQHU¶V�UHVROYH��6KH�PD\�DFFXVH�KHU�
partner of only wanting her for her body or not caring about her. Attempts to calm these complaints 
through direct appeasement (for example, her partner offering proof he does really care about her) 
often lead to more frustration. Such attempts ignore the root of her suffering. Furthermore, they 
are proof that her partner is desperate to win her affection and thus confirm her fears that he is 
weak (a confident partner shrugs off plainly irrational complaints as irrational while a weak partner 
apologetically scrambles to appease).  
 
Now, observe how wokeness mirrors the behavior of sexually dissatisfied women.  
 
Take, for instance, the racial justice/BLM movement. The stated goals of this movement are often 
plainly irrational. For example, defunding or abolishing the police. This is, unquestionably, a 
terrible thing for Black people. It has led to thousands of additional Black homicide deathsTTT. But 
this does not seem to matter. This is because the movement is more about expressing anger than 
about achieving material goals.   
 
Furthermore, fulfillment of stated goals only increases this anger. Consider that white-on-black 
racism is, unquestionably, lower than it was 20 years ago. Yet, Americans perceive race relations 
WRGD\�DV�ZRUVH��6RPH�EHOLHYHG�2EDPD¶V�HOHFWLRQ�ZRXOG�SODFDWH�UDFLDO�DQJHU��<HW�WKH�=LPPHUPDQ�

 
41 We do not wish to imply that the sexually dissatisfied are bad people. Many people are born ugly or, for other 
reasons beyond their control, have difficulty achieving sexual satisfaction. And certainly, the overwhelming majority 
are better people than Hitler. %XW�REVHUYH�WKDW�ZKLOH�D�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�QR�DUPV�PD\�EH�ORYHO\��,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WKHP�GULYLQJ�
P\�FDU��-XVW�DV�,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WKH�VH[XDOO\�GLVVDWLVILHG�UXOLQJ�P\�SROLWLFV� 
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and Michael Brown protests took place under his reign: racial anger and division unquestionably 
grew under his watch. Every appeasement of the racial justice movement has only increased its 
rage. Sound familiar?  
 
Consider, too, the trans movement. Progress in the push for trans equality seems to only increase 
liberal anger around the issue. Unquestionably, trans people are treated better and more accepted 
in America relative to 10 years ago, yet there is far more anger about perceived trans 
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��7KLV�PRYHPHQW�DOVR�KDV� IHZ� ORJLFDO�JRDOV��%LRORJLFDO�PHQ� LQ�ZRPHQ¶V�VSRUWV"�
Pornography in middle school libraries? These goals are plainly irrational. Yet objections to them 
inspire liberal outrage. This outrage has nothing to do with its stated cause. It is an expression of 
a deeper, more primal dissatisfaction. The sort of dissatisfaction which only swells with 
appeasement. 
 
Observe also how many woke policies have the end goal of increasing female mating 
opportunities. Per Scott Adams, open borders, DEI, etc. (policies supported by predominantly 
VLQJOH�ZRPHQ��DOO�VHUYH�WR�³LQFUHDVH�WKH�RGGV�RI�ZRPHQ�EHLQJ�DURXQG�DGGLWLRQDO�VSermUUU�´�:KDW�
GR�\RX�GR�LI�\RX¶UH�D�ZRPDQ�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�SDUWQHU��EXW�DOO�WKH�PHQ�DW�WKH�SDUW\�DUH�ZHDN�DQG�FDQ¶W�
provide for you? Answer: invite different men to the party. Of course, this political instinct takes 
place on a deeply subconscious level.  
 
In many ways, wokeness is the cultural embodiment of an early-thirties female CFO, single with 
QR�NLGV��6KH�LV�QRW�DFWXDOO\�DQJU\�EHFDXVH�WUDQV�ZRPHQ�DUH�EDUUHG�IURP�FRPSHWLQJ�LQ�ZRPHQ¶V�
sports. She is angry because she endures a life of romantic frustration. She endures this to 
absolutely no fault of her own. She has been forced into such a condition by an invisible hand 
which chokes her unerotically. And she exhibits a very primal form of desperation.  
 
In a more general sense, we can think of much of wokeness as a feminine expression of frustration. 
And woman have a lot to be frustrated about. They are forced to work. They have weak partners 
who do not provide for them. They are alienated from their children. They have record-setting 
rates of depression. And they influence culture greatly42.  
 
The feminization of modern American culture (and thus, Leftward cultural shift) is also driven by 
the rise of the chemical State. Nearly everything we eat today is at some point packaged in plastic. 
Even if you buy food from a grocery store not packaged in plastic, it was very likely transported 
in plastic containers. These plastics leach chemicals such as BPA into our food.  
 
Studies show that BPA essentially mimics estrogen in the bodyVVV. This causes a host of problems 
such as ovarian cancer, breast cancer, and prostate cancerWWW. BPA also inhibits the production 
of testosterone (leading to significant reductions in sperm count)XXX. Since this information has 

 
42 It is interesting to note too how our female-GRPLQDWHG�FXOWXUH��LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V��IXQFWLRQV�DV�D�JLDQW�³VKLW�WHVW�´�0HQ�
are often derided, with strong, independent-thinking men often derided the most. Men are encouraged to be weak. To 
be effeminate. MasculiniW\�LWVHOI�LV�ODEHOOHG�³toxic�´�0DQ\�PHQ�EUHDN�XQGHU�WKLV�SUHVVXUH�DQG�EHFRPH�DQ�HPSW\�YHVVHO�
of woke platitudes (which, despite applauding, very few women truly respect). Yet a small minority of truly strong 
men do not. They remain strong and independent. And though women ridicule such men endlessly, these are the men 
they desire (for example, Andrew Tate may be the most criticized man among women, yet still has immense amounts 
of sex). In this way, modern Leftism separates the weak from the strong, exactly like shit tests aim to do.  
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FRPH�RXW��PDQ\�SODVWLFV�EUDQG�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�³%3$�IUHH´��%XW�ZKDW�WKLV�DFWXDOO\�PHDQV�LV�WKDW�WKH\�
use chemicals that are even less tested, that we know even less about. 
 
:KLFK�EULQJV�XV�WR�RXU�UHDO�SRLQW��%3$�LV�WKH�GHYLO�ZH�NQRZ��:KDW¶V�IDU�VFDULHU�LV�WKH�GHYLO�ZH�
GRQ¶W.  
 
Our food is pumped with dozens of toxins and hormones and preservatives, about which we know 
very little. Fast foods are loaded with hormone-disrupting artificial chemicalsYYY. Industrial farms 
use toxic, understudied pesticides. And large corporations have massive power to control 
information on this subject. They suppress any and all research which may expose their products 
as harmfulZZZ. For each harmful chemical we can name (e.g., BPA, DDT, etc.), there are likely 50 
chemicals we are oblivious to.  
 
But we can see the effect of the chemical State. Sperm count and fertility have been declining for 
decades since the rise of industrial farming. Many scientists estimate the majority of people will 
be unable to have children without technological assistance by 2050AAAA. This is a massively deal, 
and almost no one talks about it. The unnaturalness of our environment is literally castrating us. It 
is eerie to see erectile dysfunction commercials among the most commonly played during sports 
games.  
 
Furthermore, testosterone levels have also declined precipitously with the rise of industrialized 
farming and proliferation of chemicals (see hereBBBB, hereCCCC, and hereDDDD). This is alarming 
because testosterone is shown to be protective against both anxiety and depressionEEEE.  
 
Testosterone is also associated with conservatism. Studies show that when you give a man artificial 
testosterone, he quite literally becomes more conservativeFFFF. To our readers (who understand the 
link between gender and political ideology) this may come as little surprise. On a societal level, 
this means we have an ever-growing population of more feminine, more liberal men. This fits with 
our observation that with the rise of wokeness, our culture has become more Leftist and displays 
uniquely feminine traits. 
 
As cities are overrun by violent protests or as schools are taken over by far-Left ideology, many 
FRQVHUYDWLYHV�DVN�UKHWRULFDOO\�³ZKHUH�DUH�WKH�PHQ"´�7KLV�LV�WR�PHDQ��ZK\�LVQ¶W�DQ\RQH�VWDQGLQJ�
up DJDLQVW� ZKDW¶V� KDSSHQLQJ" But this phrase gets at something deeper that we can all feel: 
masculinity has declined. Men have been hormonally annihilated by the chemical state. The result 
is a tremendous imbalance in the forces of Left and Right.  
 
The conclusion we draw from all of this analysis is that the conditions inevitating wokeness are 
economically selected for. Large agricultural corporations thrive on artificial chemicals and 
plastics. And the entire economy thrives on female labor and thus the abolition of gender roles. 
Thus, we see little hope of cultural change in the current technological environment (no matter 
how much you kick and scream, the economy will continue to select for that which maximizes 
profit). 
 
Some hope lies in the technological landscape changing. With the rise of AI, the value of 
intellectual labor may decrease as computers surpass human intelligence. Perhaps the most useful 
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jobs will be ones of physical strength. And perhaps traditional gender roles will become conducive 
to economic productivity once more (who knows? AI is truly a wildcard (at least to our feeble 
minds)). 
 
However, we see this as extremely unlikely because every prior technological advancement has 
caused a cultural shift which alters the human condition to be more dissimilar from the human 
condition in our evolved environment43 (consider agriculture, the industrial revolution, the 
computing revolution, etc.). Thus, it would be optimistic to predict AI as the one exception to this 
pattern. $OVR��GHVSLWH�$,¶V�DELOLW\�WR�LQFUHDVH�SURGXFWLYLW\��FRPSDQLHV�ZLOO�VWLOO�QHHG�PDQ\�VPDUW�
people to direct AI and perform tasks it struggles with. Thus, we believe AI will likely not deliver 
us closer to evolved-environment gender roles in the foreseeable future. Instead, the likely future 
is one with even more unnatural living conditions: even more chemicals, even lower testosterone 
rates, even further annihilation of gender roles.  
 
We also fear that modern Leftism has effectively restricted speech in a manner which makes it 
hard to dismantle. Once speech is socially restricted on an issue, it is very difficult to un-restrict, 
as doing so requires speech. And, as we saw in the pro/anti-purple example, once speech is socially 
restricted, so too is thought ± and thus power inevitably remains in the hands of the restrictors.  
 
Furthermore, we believe a cultural shift away from wokeness is unlikely because American elites 
have effectively co-opted woke culture as a means of social control. And that which is conducive 
to maintaining power is not easily given up.  
 
Observe that the religious-like nature of wokeness allows dissent on almost anything to be 
suppressed. Nearly anything can be effectively labelled racist, sexist, homophobic, etc. when 
expedient for those in power.  
 
For example, when COVID-19 first started, many theorized that it may have come from a lab. 
7KHVH�WKHRULHV�ZHUH�RIWHQ�ODEHOOHG�³UDFLVW´�E\�WKRVH�RQ�WKH�OHIWGGGG,HHHH,IIII. How does speculating 
about the origin of a virus have anything remotely to do with race? Beats us. But in a religion, 
FODLPV�GRQ¶W�UHTXLUH�ORJLF��7KH\�RQO\�QHHG�IDLWK��$QG�WKRVH�IDLWKIXO�WR�PRGHUQ�OHIWLVP�ODUJHO\�JRW�
onboard with the claim that lab-leak theorizers were racist conspiracy theorists. Afterall, in a 
religion, non-believers are not simply misinformed. They are, by definition, morally flawed. And 
QRWKLQJ�LV�PRUH�PRUDOO\�IODZHG�WKDQ�EHLQJ�D�UDFLVW��DW�OHDVW��IURP�WKH�/HIW¶V�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ���� 
 
Since the start of COVID, the following facts have come out: Dr. Anthony Fauci conducted gain 
of function coronavirus research on coronaviruses in the United States until around 2014, when a 
group of scientists wrote to then President Obama that his research was so dangerous that Obama 
PXVW�VWRS�KLV�UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�86��7KH\�ZDUQHG�WKDW�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�FRXOG�³VWDUW�D�IDWDO�SDQGHPLF�JJJJ´�
Obama complied. But this only resulted in Fauci moving his research overseas to Wuhan, where 
KH�IXQGHG�UHVHDUFK�LQ�RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�ODUJHVW�FRURQDYLUXV�VXSHU�ODEV�� 
 
We also now know the first recorded Covid cases were blocks away from this coronavirus super 
labKKKK. Additionally, on national television, Anthony Fauci claimed under oath to Congress that 
the U.S. never funded gain of function research in WuhanLLLL. The NIH has since disproven his 

 
43 That is, the environment in which much of human evolution took place.  
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FODLPV��SURYLGLQJ�SURRI� WKDW� WKDW� WKH�YHU\�DJHQF\�)DXFL�KHDGHG��1DWLRQDO� ,QVWLWXWHV�RI�+HDOWK¶V�
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases) provided direct funds to the Wuhan 
labMMMM. This all but proves that Dr. Fauci lied under oath to congress, a serious felonyNNNN. We 
DOVR�NQRZ�ZH¶YH�QHYHU�VHHQ�DQ\�QHZ�GLVHDVH�VSUHDG�UHPRWHO\�DV�HIIHFWLYHO\�DV�&29,'�LQ�DW�OHDVW�
the last 100 years. 
 
Absolutely none of this proves that COVID came from a lab. We do not know how COVID started 
and do not wish to imply that we do. But this evidence certainly raises questions. Why would Fauci 
lie under oath if he had nothing to hide? And what are the odds that the biggest pandemic in 100 
years would organically originate mere blocks from a lab conducting coronavirus research many 
scientists warned might start a fatal pandemic in 2014? Coincidences happen all the time. Maybe 
this is one of them. But all of this definitely warrants suspicion. 
 
And yet, most liberal Americans I speak to about this issue appear not to care. This strikes me as 
odd. COVID was the single greatest mass catastrophe of the 21st century ± not just in terms of lives 
ORVW��EXW�EXVLQHVVHV�GHVWUR\HG��VRFLDO�ERQGV�WRUQ�DSDUW��FKLOGUHQ¶V�GHYHORSPHQWV�VWXQWHG��$QG�\HW��
many people appear totally indifferent to the fact that members of their own government may have 
caused it, all so they could make money conducting research.  
 
We believe this is, in part, EHFDXVH�³UHVSHFWDEOH´�SHRSOH�ZHUH�VR�FRQGLWLRQHG�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�RQO\�
racist conspiracy theorists talk about COVID coming from a lab. And respectable people (quite 
XQGHUVWDQGDEO\��GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�EH�UDFLVW�FRQVSLUDF\�WKHRULVWV��5DFLVW�FRQVSLUDF\�WKHRULVWV�Dre bad! 
7KXV��HYHQ�ZKHQ�HYLGHQFH�VKRZV�WKHVH�³UDFLVW�FRQVSLUDF\´�WKHRULVWV�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�ULJKW��WKLV�GRHV�
QRW�UHJLVWHU�ZLWK�WKHP�SV\FKRORJLFDOO\��WKHLU�EUDLQV�ZRQ¶W�DOORZ�WKHP�WR�IXOO\�HQJDJH�ZLWK�WKH�LGHD��
Their eyes remain blank. A mental wall is erected. ,W¶V�SUHWW\�VSRRN\�WR�ZDWFK�� 
 
7KLV�LOOXVWUDWHV�D�ODUJHU�SRLQW��WKH�ODEHO�RI�³UDFLVW´�LV�VR�SRZHUIXO��LW�FDQ�FRQWURO�WKRXJKW�RQ�DOPRVW�
anything (no matter how unrelated to race). And thus, we see Western elites wield this great power 
for their own benefit. For example, the Irish government recently enacted hate speech laws 
punishing anyone who criticizes their immigration policy (including Connor McGreggorOOOO) on 
the grounds that such criticism is racistPPPP. Many other European countries have done the same, 
SDVVLQJ� ³KDWH� VSHHFK´� ODZV�ZKLFK� WHQG� WR� SXQLVK� VSHHFK� FRQWUD� WKRVH� LQ� SRZHU�� )RU� H[DPSOH��
Germany announced publicly that it would prosecute those who voice support for Russia in the 
Ukraine-Russia war (cRQWUD�WKH�RIILFLDO�VWDQFH�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�JRYHUQPHQW��RQ�WKH�JURXQGV�RI�³KDWH�
VSHHFK´QQQQ. Legislation which fines and jails political critics strongly disincentivizes dissent, 
helping those in power stay in power.  
 
Defenders of ³KDWH�VSHHFK´� laws claim they are necessary to curb intolerance. And they have a 
point. Because in order to achieve a state of absolute inclusivity, draconian methods are necessary. 
And so, we see why societies which pursue absolute inclusivity (or absolute equality) are 
inevitably co-opted by the powerful, seeking to obtain even more power. In such societies, the 
draconian use of force to establish greater power can be easily justified as necessary in the pursuit 
of equality/inclusivity44.  

 
44 It is also interesting to note that a society which pursues absolute equality inevitably condemns male sexuality. To 
borrow the language of Camille Paglia, sex is inherently unequal, with men typically enjoying more pleasure. Thus, 
it is no coincidence thDW�VRPH�IDU�/HIWLVWV�FODLP�³DOO�VH[�LV�UDSH�´�WKDW�ZKLFK�LV�XQHTXDO�LV�LQKHUHQWO\�HYLO�� 
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In the United States, powerful media corporations similarly wield the language of wokeness as a 
means of maintaining their power. For example, consider the media response to Elon Musk buying 
Twitter. This purchase posed WZR�WKUHDWV�WR�WKH�PHGLD¶V�SRZHU� first��0XVN¶V�SXUFKDVH�WKUHDWHQHG�
to bring increased free speech due to decreased shadow banning (and actual banning) of Right-
wing accounts (recall how the modern Left thrives on suppression of speech); second��0XVN¶V�
purchase threatened to create a successful alternative to the News by adding real-time fact-
checking through community notes. In response, the entirety of the liberal media, in lockstep, led 
a smear campaign. Every day, the media dragged Elon Musk for EHLQJ�D�³UDFLVW´�RU�³DQWLVHPLWH�´�
7KLV�FDPSDLJQ�KDV�EHHQ�VRPHZKDW�HIIHFWLYH��+H�LV�QR�ORQJHU�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�ULFKHVW�PDQ��DQG�KH�LV�
hated by a sizable portion of the country.  
 
And so, we see why those with power have an affinity for wokeness: it offers them an effective 
means of social control (much the way traditional religion can be wielded by Kings to motivate 
troops for war). It offers a means of crushing threats to elite power. And the powerful exert a 
GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�LPSDFW�RQ�FXOWXUH��UHFDOO�WKH�³FRRO�DQG�SRSXODU´�IUDPH�RI�IRRWQRWH�6). Thus, so 
long as the vast majority of Western elites support the modern Leftist regime, American culture is 
likely to continue its march Leftward. 
 
The Right may have sporadic political victories in the West (for example, Milei, Wilders, Trump). 
Yet these victories have little impact on the long-term course of culture. To illustrate this, consider 
that American culture under Trump was actually more liberal than it was under Obama in 2009 
�REVHUYH�WKDW�WKH�*HRUJH�)OR\G�GHSROLFLQJ�PRYHPHQW�KDSSHQHG�ODUJHO\�XQGHU�7UXPS¶V�UHLJQ�DQG�
that few people had even heard of they/them pronouns in 200��� 2EDPD� KLPVHOI� GLGQ¶W� HYHQ�
endorse gay marriage until his second term). 
 
Thus, we see modern Leftism in the U.S. as inevitable, and thus, a blight best avoided not through 
a large-scale political or cultural revolution (as such will likely fail), but rather by forming a 
commune with its own culture, distinct from the culture of the larger United States45.  
 
Part 1C: The Modern Psyche  
 
In parts 1A and 1B, we saw how cultural, economic, and political forces drive us apart from one 
another and force us to live in unnatural ways. Now we shall examine the effect of these forces 
on our psyches.  
 
We notice that nearly everyone seems anxious today. Statistics show that anxiety been steadily 
rising in the U.S. since at least the end of WWIIRRRR. Nearly one-third of Americans develop an 
anxiety disorderSSSS. Unfortunately, this is a quite predictable consequence of the American way 
of life. Observe: 
 
We live in a very unnatural way. Many spend long hours inside, staring at screens. Many are 
disconnected from nature. Many exercise rarely, if at all. We did not evolve to live in such a way. 
If you go outside and exercise every day ± even for just 30 minutes (which the vast majority of 
people have) ± you will soon notice a stark decrease in anxiety and depression. It is truly 

 
45 How we shall do this will be made clear in the second part of this piece.  



 38 

remarkable the power of exercise and nature to increase happiness. This not terribly profound as 
nearly everyone knows this advice as one of the greatest clichés. And yet, despite this knowledge, 
many are bound by the American drug of endless, effortless pixelated pleasure which is 
tremendously effective at keeping us inside and immobile. This is because our entertainment 
algorithms are designed to be addictive. Much like an alcoholic knows deep down he should stop 
drinking, we know we should go outside more, we should exercise more ± and yet, technology 
addiction holds us back.  
 
Furthermore, children are raised unnaturally in the modern State. Over the last 50 years, children 
have increasingly lost the freedom to play without adult supervision. Jonathan Haidt refers to this 
DV� WKH�GHFOLQH� LQ� ³IUHH�SOD\TTTT�´�)RU�PDQ\� FKLOGUHQ�� HYHU\�KRXU�RI� WKH�GD\� LV� UHJLPHQWHG� DQG�
supervised. Many modern parents seem to measure their love by the number of after school 
extracurriculars they sign their kids up for. Moreover, modern schools condition kids to be 
constantly submissive to authority. During recess, teachers often intervene in even minor 
disagreements between kids rather than allowing children to develop independence by working 
out problems on their own. The rest of the day, children are made to sit still for long hours, highly 
supervised46. Children even QHHG�³to ask permission before going to the bathroom (think about 
that for a second)UUUU´. Children are given a staggering lack of independence (a great departure 
from how children were raised throughout human evolution).  
 
This is all great for conditioning kids to be obedient employees who sit still for long hours and do 
ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�WROG��EXW�LW�LV�WHUULEOH�IRU�PHQWDO�KHDOWK��$V�+DLGW�REVHUYHV��D�ODFN�RI�³IUHH�SOD\´�DV�D�
child is correlated with higher anxiety (as well as poorer social development and lower 
happiness)VVVV. He notes that having independence as a child helps one develop a stronger internal 
locus of control (i.e., the belief that one can solve their own problems and take charge of their life), 
which is associated with lower rates of anxiety and depression. Children who lack this 
independence ± whose lives are constantly regimented and supervised ± are often permanently 
affected. They are made permanently more anxious, permanently weaker in spirit, permanently 
ILOOHG�ZLWK�GHIHDWLVW�WKRXJKWV�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ¶W�KDQGle their own life.  
 
It is interesting to note that the disease which afflicts our children is the same which afflicts our 
politics: too much nurture.  
 
Our unnatural social lives also impose great anxiety upon us. In our evolved environment, being 
without a tribe was incredibly dangerous. You had no one to help you find food or shelter; no one 
to help hear the footsteps of a lion in the night. If a lion did come along, you had no one to help 
you fight it off. You were likely dead. Loneliness was a state in which one must constantly look 
out for threats: constantly listen for predators; constantly worry about finding a next meal; 
constantly worry about finding shelter; constantly be on edge. Thus, constant anxiety is, in many 
ways, a natural, evolved response to our disconnected way of living. Even if many of us do not 
feel lonely, our unnatural social environment still has a great impact on our psychology. 
 
The modern epidemic of social anxietyWWWW (a fear of interacting with primarily unfamiliar 
people) is evolutionarily rational as well. For much of our evolved history, interaction with a non-

 
46 When children are unable or unwilling to conform to this unnatural expectation, they are often drugged with 
stimulants until they conform.  
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tribe member brought great threat of violence. Those of other tribes usually wanted to kill, conquer, 
or enslave you. For the socially anxious, a very rationally evolved recess of their brain screams at 
every dinner party of unfamiliar faces that they are trapped within a tribe that is not their own and 
thus greatly threatened.  
 
The anxiety induced by modern interactions warps our perception of socializing itself. Consider 
how many people self-identify as introverts ± how many people feel drained from daily social 
interactions. For self-identified introverts, the concept of the commune PD\�VHHP�UHSXOVLYH��³D�
life of more VRFLDO�LQWHUDFWLRQ��,�DOUHDG\�HQGXUH�WRR�PXFK�DV�LV�´���<HW�REVHUYH�WKDW�HYHQ�LQWURYHUWV�
are joyful when interacting with their closest friends. We believe the common experience of feeling 
drained by social interactions stems from nearly all of our interactions taking place in an unnatural 
environment: with people we did not grow up with, do not know closely, and cannot fully trust. 
Such inevitably produces anxiety for many (often subconscious). And anxiety ± even low-grade, 
subconscious anxiety ± tires out our brains, leaving us drained. Recall that our brains are not 
evolved to constantly meet new people and be plunged into new social circles47. 
 
Furthermore, we live in a society which interprets words uncharitably while affording little 
IRUJLYHQHVV� �RQH� SHUFHLYDEO\� ³UDFLVW´� PLFURDJJUHVVLRQ� SHUPDQHQWV� WDUV� RQH¶V� UHSXWDWLRQ��� WKLV�
conditions many to constantly overthink social interactions, as the social costs for accidentally 
saying the wrong thing are so great. This makes every day social interactions more stressful, 
LQFUHDVLQJ�VRFLDO�DQ[LHW\��0RUHRYHU��VXFK�FRQVWDQW�RYHUWKLQNLQJ�LV�ERXQG�WR�VHHS�LQWR�RQH¶V�SV\FKH�
and make one constantly overthink everything to a greater extent.  
 
I have noticed at times of my life during which I was more conscious of how I was perceived ± 
PRUH�FDUHIXO�QHYHU�WR�VD\�WKH�ZURQJ�WKLQJ��FDUHIXO�WR�HYHQ�DGG�WKH�³[´�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�/DWLQ[�ZKHQ�
speaking with certain people ± that I was more constantly on edge about everything, not just social 
PDWWHUV��$W� WLPHV�ZKHQ�,¶YH� WKURZQ�FDXWLRQ� WR� WKH�ZLQG�DQG�VSRNHQ�ZKDW� ,�EHOLHYHG� WR�EH� WUXH�
freely, I have felt freer in all areas of my life. I have noticed myself more connected with people 
and less anxious.  
 
This all relates to a much broader and deeper point, which is that lying makes you a weak person.  
 
Every time you lie, deep in your lizard brain alarm bells go off that you have something to hide ± 
that your true self is not good enough to be seen. And thus, there must be something wrong with 
you. And so, you condition yourself to believe you are inferior ± to believe you are weak. And the 
weak face constant from the strong. And so, you condition yourself to be afraid48. Lying even 
triggers a physiological fear response in the moment. Consider the polygraph: the vast majority of 
non-psychopaths physically cannot lie without their palms sweating, heart racing, and blood 
pressure rising because it is so baked into our psyches that to lie is to be weak and to be afraid.  
 

 
47 Absolutely none of this is to say that one should not work to overcome social anxieties. The fact that anxiety is a 
natural consequence of our way of living does not mean one should not wallow in this fact. One should not feel 
helpless and adopt a victim mentality about this state of affairs, but rather work to control what one can control. And 
there is much you can do to minimize and overcome social anxiety.  
48 All of this logic plays out on a very subconscious level. But its effect is very real.  
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The inverse is true as well: telling the truth makes you strong. If you resolve to tell the truth (or at 
least not repeat anything you know to be false), you will notice the emergence of an almost 
indescribable inner strength, the possibility of which you may not have even known existed. You 
will feel greater confidence. Your relationships will improve. And the more you tell the truth, the 
stronger you will become49. And yet, telling the truth today comes with a great cost, because 
American institutions frequently force us to say things we do not believe, or else suffer grave 
consequences.  
 
Prestigious corporations and Universities compel us to lie in order to get ahead ± to mouth 
platitudes about the crisis of microaggressions in the workplace50, the merits of racial 
discrimination in hiring, the existence of more than two genders, or the irredeemable evils of 
anyone who does not conform to the modern System. While these power structures compel speech 
in a decentralized manner51, they collectively function almost as one great force, which leverages 
VWDWXV�WR�FRQWURO�RQH¶V�VSHHFK�± D�IRUFH�ZKLFK�ZH�VKDOO�FDOO��³7KH�'RPLQDWUL[�´�:H�VKDOO�LQFOXGH�
also social forces (for example, social ostracization for speaking beliefs) under this definition. 
Essentially, The Dominatrix is all of the incentive systems which compel people to lie in manners 
which support the modern Left (recall the pro/anti-purples example, The Dominatrix is the force 
which keeps the anti-purples quiet while their cars become undrivable).  
 
7KRVH�ZKR�GRQ¶W�VXEPLW�WR�WKH�ZDQWV�RI�7KH�'RPLQDWUL[�DUH�EDUUHG�IURP�QHDUO\�DOO�SRVLWLRQV�RI�
high status. For example, much of what we have discussed here (in the benevolent attempt to help 
people) might bar yours truly from most well-paying professions. While many individual 
employers agree with many of our ideas, they are beholden to market forces and HR bureaucracies. 
They too are beholden to The Dominatrix. Non-submission is often career and reputational suicide. 
 
On the flip who submit to The Dominatrix are rewarded. If you keep your head down and mouth 
the platitudes She demands (so long as you are reasonably smart and hardworking), society will 
take good care of you. You may more easily climb the status ladders of corporations or academia. 
You may enjoy the warm comfort of social acceptance in elite American culture. You may enjoy 
the pleasure of higher socioeconomic status. On the surface level, your life is made far easier and 
more pleasurable by submitting to the wants of The Dominatrix and saying whatever She asks in 
order to get ahead.  
 
From a utilitarian perspective, submission to The Dominatrix is rational��2QH�SHUVRQ¶V�GLVVHQW�
hardly moves the needle: the man who stands up in a DEI meeting and opposes racial 
discrimination in hiring does not change company policy. The corporate machine chugs along and 
he is quietly ostracized or replaced.  
 
Submission is human. We are social animals. We want to be accepted. We want to be loved. As 
7XFNHU�&DUOVRQ�QRWHV��WKH�³KHUG�LQVWLQFW´�LV�DPRQJ� WKH�VWURQJHVW�KXPDQ�LQVWLQFWV��SHUKDSV�HYHQ�
stronger than the hunger and sex instincts. It takes an almost crazy, borderline-autistic person to 
welcome his own ostracization on principle.  

 
49 Of course, this is not to say you should be uncompassionate. If someone is ugly, you should not say that to their 
face.  
50 The hyper policing of which tears us apart on the basis of race, per part 1B.  
51 That is, the heads of Harvard did not meet with the heads of Blackrock to dictate what can and cannot be said.  
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Often, submission is self-preservation. Many people have families to feed. Many people cannot 
afford to lose their jobs.  
 
$QG�VR��WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�VXEPLW�DQG�PRXWK�WKLQJV�WKH\�NQRZ��GHHS�GRZQ��GRQ¶W�DOLJQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�
values. We cast absolutely no ill judgement on submitters. Yours truly has sadly on many 
occasions been twisted into saying things I do not believe. We do not wish to imply either that you 
should submit or should dissent.  
 
We merely wish to elucidate that submission comes at a cost. By allowing your speech to be 
FRQWUROOHG��LI�\RX¶UH�OLNH�XV���\RX�DUH�LQHYLWDEO\�IRUFHG�WR�VD\�WKLQJV�\RX�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH��$QG�LQ�VR�
doing, you weaken yourself. You condition yourself to live in fear.  
 
In many instances, The Dominatrix compels you to hate. For example, it is no longer enough to 
be not racist. One must be anti-racist: one must hate UDFLVWV��$QG��DV�ZH¶YH�VHHQ��WKH�WHUP�³UDFLVW´�
is seamlessly warped to encompass anyone who does not submit to the status quo. You are 
FRPSHOOHG�WR�³FDOO�RXW´�FROOHDJXHV�DQG�FODVVPDWHV�DQG�HYHQ�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�± to pile on to victims 
of cancellation with no independent thought as to whether this cancellation is just or unjust. Recall 
from page 25 that what you say unavoidably impacts what you feel and believe. And so, you 
condition yourself to become angrier and more hateful, as so many people today are.  
 
The cliché is true: hatred makes you weak. For when you are hateful, your highest purpose is 
derived from inflicting harm unto others, which is a very shallow existence. Moreover, we all 
imagine (subconsciously or consciously) that others think as we do. And so, when you are hateful, 
you imagine that everyone else is just as hateful ± just as desperate to inflict suffering. And so, 
seeing hate and sadism in everyone around you, you constantly imagine everyone is out to get you. 
And so, you are made to be even more anxious. To live in even greater fear.  
 
This modern state of fear is further exacerbated by the fact that nearly everyone is constantly 
fixated on themselves. The modern State also conditions people to be narcissists. We are isolated 
from others and thus compelled to focus primarily on ourselves. Furthermore, we are conditioned 
by Leftism to victimize ourselves and to pursue pleasure above all else. We thus become self-
obsessed. We become obsessed with our pleasure. We become obsessed with our status. We 
become obsessed with our own suffering. As David Foster Wallace put it, everything about 
$PHULFDQ�FXOWXUH� FRQGLWLRQV�XV� WR�EHOLHYH� WKDW�ZH� DUH�³WKH� DEVROXWH� FHQWHU�RI� WKH�XQLYHUVH�� WKH�
UHDOHVW�WKH�UHDOHVW��PRVW�YLYLG�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�SHUVRQ�LQ�H[LVWHQFH�´�<RXUV�WUXO\�KDV�VDGO\�IDOOHQ�IRU�
the trap of narcissism as well52. Even our politics display the traits of narcissism. The trope 
³ZKDWHYHU�WKH\�DFFXVH�\RX�RI�LV�ZKDW�WKH\¶UH�GRLQJ´�ULQJV�VFDULO\�WUXH�RI�WKH�PRGHUQ�/HIW��7KLV�LV�
textbook narcissism.  
   
The narcissist lives a very stressful life. We shall exaggerate to illustrate the point.  
 
For a narcissist, his own pleasure and status are the most important things in the world. They are 
the highest sources of meaning. Yet pleasure and status are fragile. They can be lost at any time. 

 
52 If you fear I am being too hard on myself, consider that I have written over 30,000 words pontificating on the ills 
of society with genuine, self-aggrandizing confidence that people on the internet will read it.  
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One can be fired; one can be falsely accused of a crime; one can be diagnosed with cancer. And 
so, for he who is obsessed with himself, life is constantly stressful ± there is a constant threat of 
absolute catastrophe, as everything he values can come crashing down at any moment. Inherent to 
the view of narcissism is also your own importance in the minds of others. And so, the narcissist 
fears constantly that others are gossiping about him, spreading rumors about him, or fixating on 
his facial imperfections just as he does.  
 
Now, consider a man who is other-IRFXVHG��OHW¶V�FDOO�KLP�DQ�DQWL-narcissist) ± whose highest source 
of meaning comes from his relationships and helping others. In a healthy society, these things are 
stable53. No matter what happens to the anti-narcissist ± if the bank takes his home or if he breaks 
his leg and cannot pay for surgery or if he is falsely imprisoned ± nothing can take from that which 
matters most: his relationships and the purpose he derives from helping others. Even in the face of 
death, he will have the comfort of knowing he lived life the right way (while the narcissist shall 
stare down the termination of his pleasure with paralyzing fear). And so, the anti-narcissist is much 
less anxious because that which matters most ± his satisfaction in relationships and in leading a 
virtuous life ± can never be taken. He has far less to fear. 
 
Absolutely none of this is to imply that humans are inherently selfless and merely corrupted by 
their environment. In fact, selfishness and narcissism are natural to the human condition. It takes 
a truly great society to orient people away from narcissism and toward the pursuit of the Good. 
We believe the primary way this has been accomplished, throughout history, is through religion, 
which we have largely lost as a society.  
 
0DQ\�LQ�PRGHUQ�$PHULFD��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�RI�WKH�HOLWH�FODVV��DUH�GHYRXW�³PDWHULDOLVWV�´�OR\DO�WR�
WKH�EHOLHI� WKDW�VFLHQFH�FDQ�H[SODLQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�REVHUYH��6FLHQFH¶V� IDLOXUHV� WR� H[SODLQ�FHUWDLQ�
observations (for example, quantum physics) are purely a result of science not yet being advanced 
HQRXJK��D�SK\VLFDO�H[SODQDWLRQ� IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ�H[LVWV��ZH� MXVW�KDYHQ¶W�\HW� IRXQG� LW54��³7UXVW� WKH�
VFLHQFH�´�LV�DQ�RIW�XWWHUHG�VORJDQ�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�HOLWH�FODVV�� 
 
This faith in material science often has an anti-religious sentiment. Religion is oft seen as anti-
science. And as science is so revered ± as it has brought us beautiful technology and great cures 
for disease ± many (especially in the American elite class) look down upon religion.  
 

 
53 :H�VD\�³LQ�D�KHDOWK\�VRFLHW\´�EHFDXVH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�ZRUOG�DUH�WUHPHQGRXVO\�unstable (per part 1A). 
And so, we see how the anti-narcissist is maladapted to the current environment (as being other-focused is painful 
when others keep leaving). Furthermore, the anti-narcissist may be less likely to do unethical things to get money. He 
may be more likely to defend a friend who is cancelled simply because they believe it the virtuous thing to do. And 
thus, less likely to succeed.  
 
Meanwhile, the narcissist, obsessed with himself, will do that which maximizes his pleasure with calculated precision. 
While the narcissist may alienate those who eventually get to know him well, in a society of constant movement and 
shallow social bonds, this hardly slows him down. And so, narcissism is, in many ways, conducive to material success 
in the modern State. Thus, it is perhaps no coincidence that our culture encourages narcissism (recall how the high 
VWDWXV�³FRRO�DQG�SRSXODU´�H[HUW�RXWVL]HG�LQIOXHQFH�RQ�FXOWXUH��DQG�WKH�KLJK�VWDWXV�DOZD\V�EHOLHYH�WKHLU�ZD\�RI�OLIH�LV�
the best).  
54 In a way, devout materialism is a strange form of narcissism: a self-important, absolute confidence that there is 
nothing WKDW�LV�DERYH�RQH¶V�RZQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� 
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We confess that for much of our lives we did the same. We were not raised religious. We did not 
grow up around many people who were. We have embarrassingly little knowledge of the Bible or 
any religious texts. We are probably among the least credible possible sources on the topic of 
religion or faith. We seek merely to offer ideas (and will likely embarrass ourselves in the process). 
Even so, we shall proceed55.  
 
I recall meeting a Muslim man in one of the great mosques of the world. We began talking about 
Islam and he explained to me the concept of Allah as being something so great and powerful He 
FRXOG�QHYHU�EH�GHSLFWHG��DV�QR�KXPDQ�FRXOG�HYHQ�FRPSUHKHQG�$OODK¶V�DSSHDUDQFH��,�DVNHG�KLP�
KRZ�KH�FRXOG�EH�VR�VXUH�RI�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�QRERG\�KDV�HYHU�VHHQ��+H�UHSOLHG�WKDW�³$OODK�
is GRRGQHVV�LWVHOI��$QG�,�NQRZ�+H�H[LVWV�EHFDXVH�,�NQRZ�WKHUH�LV�*RRG�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�´�7KLV�FRQFHSW�
is common across faiths. Many Christians describe God as the purest instantiation of Goodness. 
At the time, this struck me as a rather meaningless religious platitude.  
 
Yet as I grew older, I realized there was something truly profound about what this man said. 
Because, on a fundamental level, this implies that to have faith in God is to have faith in Goodness 
itself. As we shall see, the most central doctrine of organized religion is that Goodness exists (like 
the platonic forms) and its pursuit is important in ways beyond our comprehension. And to have 
faith in God is to have faith in the pursuit of the Good. 
 
To many, this may not seem obvious. Many view religion as a sort of zero-sum contract: that if 
they go to church and spend requisite hours praying then they will be rewarded in return with good 
karma and material blessings from God and access to heaven, much like a business transaction. As 
most are quite busy, they look to exert minimal time and effort praying and receive maximal return 
on investment as quick as possible (preferably immediately)56. Of course, this zero-sum contract 
IUDPLQJ� OHDGV� WR� LQHYLWDEOH� GLVDSSRLQWPHQW� DV� JRLQJ� WR� FKXUFK� DQG� SUD\LQJ� GRHVQ¶W� PDJLFDOO\�
transform most lives overnight.  
 
Yet QRZKHUH�KDYH�ZH�UHDG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��RI�ZKLFK�ZH�FRQIHVV�ZH¶YH�UHDG�HPEDUUDVVLQJO\�OLWWOH��WKDW�
*RG�SURPLVHV�WR�DQVZHU�DOO�SUD\HUV�DQG�PDNH�WKH�OLYHV�RI�KLV�IROORZHUV�HDV\��,Q�IDFW��ZH¶YH�UHDG�
SUHFLVHO\�WKH�RSSRVLWH��0DQ\�RI�*RG¶V�PRVW�QREOH�IROORZHUV�HQGXUed lives of tremendous suffering.   
 
&RQVLGHU�WKH�ERRN�RI�-RE��-RE�LV�RQH�RI�*RG¶V�PRVW�OR\DO�IROORZHUV�DQG�*RG�DGRUHV�KLP�DV�VXFK��
One day, Satan says to God that Job is only good because God blesses him ± that in the absence 
RI�EOHVVLQJV��-RE¶V�IDLWK�ZLOO�IDOWHU; and thus, his faith is, and always was, meaningless. And so, 
God allows the Devil to kill -RE¶V�FDWWOH�DQG�NLOO�his WHQ�FKLOGUHQ��:KHQ�-RE¶V�IDLWK�LQ�*RG�UHPDLQV�
strong, the Devil finally curses Job with terrible illness. His VNLQ�LV�³FRYHUHG�ZLWK�PDJJRWV�DQG�
VFDEV«�>EURNHQ@�RSHQ��RR]LQJ�ZLWK�SXV�´57 
 
-RE¶V� IULHQGV� FODLP� WKDW� -RE�PXVW� KDYH�GRQH� VRPHWKLQJ� HYLO� WR� GHVHUYH� WKLV� VXIIHULQJ��<HW� -RE�
remains firm that his faith was always strong and his suffering is undeserved. In the depths of his 

 
55 It perhaps goes without saying that you should not trust us for any sort of spiritual or religious guidance. Seriously! 
56 In truth, this is a very narcissistic view of religion, centered on no higher meaning than what one will receive for 
oneself. It is also a very materialist view, which searches for an observable, material reward as reason for the action 
of prayer.  
57 ,Q�FDVH�\RX�ZHUH�ZRQGHULQJ��WKH�'HYLO�GRHVQ¶W�SOD\�DURXQG� 
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despair, Job pleads that God tell him what he has done to deserve his fate, claiming if God were to 
³ZHLJK�KLP�ZLWK�KRQHVW�VFDOHV�´�*RG�ZRXOG�GLVFRYHU�KLV�LQWHJULW\��7KHQ�-RE�ZLVKHV�KH�ZHUH�QHYHU�
born. In essence, Job doubts the judgement of God. And in cursing his own life, renounces the 
work of God. 
 
Eventually, God responds. He asks how a mortal could ever question the work of God ± IRU�*RG¶V�
wisdom and power are so far above what any human being could ever comprehend. Job eventually 
confesses the limits of his knowledge and despises himself for ever questioning God. And God 
finally restores to Job all that had been taken from him.  
 
A reasonable person may ask why God would allow such terrible suffering to happen in the first 
place. If God is to be the purest instantiation of Good, why would He allow for such Evil?  
 
To answer this, consider Jesus. According to many, Jesus is the physical manifestation of God 
Himself, and thus the physical manifestation of pure Goodness. And yet, Jesus experienced among 
the worst sufferings imaginable in crucifixion. This tells us that the purest forms of Good involve 
suffering. And thus, in order for Good to exist, there must exist unjust suffering, or at least the 
possibility for it.   
 
Observe that it is easy to abstain from sin when one is certain to be physical rewarded. Such is not 
an act of virtue, but of self-interest. Such is not an act of choice, but of slavery to physical 
hedonism. True virtue is not acting good because you know God is watching over you and 
everything will be rewarded in the end.  
 
True virtue is standing up straight and doing what you believe to be right in spite of the fact that 
things may turn out horribly, horribly wrong ± to know that you may suffer unjustly, you may be 
persecuted, you may be hated; and still, to have the strength to act on what you believe and do 
everything in your power to do what is right (which involves thinking critically and humbly about 
what the Good really is). To be virtuous is to shoulder the burden of uncertainty ± not knowing if 
you may pleasure or suffer ± and to pursue Goodness anyway, because this pursuit is of a higher-
order meaning than any material pursuit. To be virtuous is to have faith in the pursuit of the Good, 
even if it comes at your own expense58. 
 
There is a great power in this pursuit. Like telling the truth, the pursuit of Good is something which 
makes you stronger, such that you can endure things perhaps you never imagined you could. For 
example, Jesus was made so strong by his orientation toward the Good that he could endure even 
the most extreme suffering, welcoming his own crucifixion with calm forgiveness. But we need 
not even rely on Biblical texts: the power of the Good is something we can feel. Some may say 
this power is the force of God Himself, as God is the purest instantiation of Goodness. 
 
<HW� WKH� TXHVWLRQ� UHPDLQV�� ³ZKDW� LV�*RRGQHVV"´� ,W� LV� QRW� VRPHWKLQJ�ZH� FDQ� VHH�� 7KH� IDFW� WKDW�
philosophers have argued over this question for ages and continue to do so is evidence that 
Goodness is not something we have fully grasped. Like God, it is beyond our comprehension 

 
58 Note that inherent in the notion of prayer is the notion of sacrifice. One must give oneself away to a higher power. 
And in doing so, they sacrifice control over their own fate.  
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(recall from Job that no mortal can ever understand God; and God is Goodness itself). And yet, 
Goodness absolutely exists59.  
 
While we cannot know Goodness in full, religion postulates we may know its components, which 
are extolled through the Bible and the Church. In this way, religion is a roadmap for the pursuit of 
this unseeable. It tells us that to be Good is to be courageous; to be kind; to be forgiving; to be 
selfless; to resist the temptation and overindulgence; to be loving; to be loyal; and to tell the truth 
�IRU� WKH�'HYLO� LV� ³WKH� IDWKHU� RI� OLHV´� �-RKQ���������7KHVH�YLUWXHV� DUH� DOPRVW� XQLYHUVDOO\�SUDLVHG�
across different faiths. The greatness of each of these virtues is something we can feel, as though 
the spirit of God flows through us. The value of their pursuit transcends any material 
consequence60.  
 
It is for this reason that the man who stands up straight with his head held high and tells the truth 
under the oppression of The Dominatrix is an absolute hero. Because to pursue the truth is to 
pursue a higher order Good than we can even comprehend, the importance of which far transcends 
the changing of some company hiring policy or exertion of some political influence (a materialist 
metric of heroicism). The pursuit of truth is great for its own sake.  
 
Religion tells us the same is true for many virtues we have discussed throughout this piece: 
forgiveness, loyalty, courage, resistance to temptation, etc. With the decline of religion, many of 
these virtues have been lost. Many of these virtues are even actively punished (recall CNN firing 
Chris Cuomo for loyalty to his brother). And thus, many lack a cohesive roadmap for deciding 
how to be.  
 
Life is complicated. Thinking is hard. Without a cohesive framework for morality, it is often hard 
to know what the right thing to do is. And so, in the absence of strong religious values, many defer 
more heavily to rules.  
 
And so, we see the rise of bureaucracism61: a culture of rules-based morality. People are more 
LQFOLQHG�WR�VD\�ZKDW�WKH\¶UH�WROG�DQG�GR�ZKDW�WKH\¶UH�WROG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�QR�GHHSHU�FRQFHSWLRQ�
of morality to guide them. With no larger morality, allegiance to rules is just as moral any other 
IRUP�RI�EHLQJ��DQG�JHWV�\RX�LQ�IDU�OHVV�WURXEOH���1RWH�WKDW�³PRUDOLW\�LV�VXEMHFWLYH�´�LV�WKH�ERUGHUOLQH-
rallying cry of Postmodernism62 �DORQJ�ZLWK�³WKHUH�LV�QR�WUXWK´��� 
 
To the religious, Goodness is not subjective. It is a real thing. It exists. And because it exists, it 
cannot be dictated through the rules of an elite caste. And so, we see how the decline of religion 
allows for ideologies such as wokeness to impose social rules as the new barometer of morality 
(because when there is no such thing as morality, anything ± no matter how repulsive ± can be 
accepted as moral).  
 

 
59 7KLV�OLHV�LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�PDWHULDOLVW�YLHZ��ZKLFK�DVNV��³LI�*RRGQHVV�H[LVWV�DV�DQ�HQWLW\��ZKHUH�DUH�LWV�DWRPV"�:KHUH�
DUH�LWV�PROHFXOHV"�(OVH�LW�LV�D�PHUH�IXQFWLRQ�RI�RXU�PLQGV�´� 
60 &KULVWLDQLW\�WHOOV�XV�WR�³EH�OLNH�-HVXV´�HYHQ�WKRXJK��PDWHULDOO\��WKLQJV�ZRUNHG�RXW�YHU\�SRRUO\�IRU�-HVXV��LPSO\LQJ�D�
meaning in the Good of far greater importance than the earthly material.  
61 That is, a culture which promotes and idolizes bureaucracies.  
62 This ethos is also in line with the modern ethos of equality and tolerance: all moralities are equally legitimate and 
must be tolerated.  
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But the modern reliance on rules extends beyond political compliance. We notice that people today 
appear more inclined to follow rules of any kind. If the rental car company handbook says we close 
DW�����SP�DQG�LW¶V������DQG�\RX�GHVSHUDWHO\�QHHG�WR�UHQW�D�FDU�WR�JHW�WR�\RXU�GDXJKWHU¶V�ZHGGLQJ�
by tonight because your flight was just cancelled and everywhere else has shut its doors for the 
night, the all-too-FRPPRQ�UHVSRQVH�LV��³,�DP�VR�VRUU\��,�UHDOO\�ZLVK�WKHUH�ZHUH�VRPHWKLQJ�,�FRXOG�
do. But the rules say wH¶UH�FORVHG�´� 
 
A rules-based society is less human. People are less empathetic. Situations are made more stressful 
by the fact that one cannot trust their fellow citizens to be helpful and reasonable ± to be 
understanding of the needs of someone in a hard situation rather than to be robotically deferent to 
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�³DFWXDOO\��WKH�UXOHV�VD\�ZH�FORVHG�WZR�PLQXWHV�DJR63�´� 
 
On an individual level, the loss of faith has led to great increases in depression as well. Religion 
has a great power to lift people out of dark places. Without religion, many lack something higher 
to aim for when they are suffering. Many lack motivation to pursue anything at all.  
 
Suppose you are in a very dark place ± WKDW�\RX¶UH�GULQNLQJ�ZD\�PRUH�WKDQ�\RX�NQRZ�\RX�VKRXOG�
DQG�\RXU�IDPLO\�DOO�WKLQN�\RX¶UH�D�VFUHZ�XS�DQG�\RX¶UH�DORQH�DQG�\RX�KDYH�QR�FORVH�IULHQGV�DQG�QR�
romantic prospects and no good job prospects because you flunked RXW�RI�VFKRRO�DQG�\RX�GRQ¶W�
have the money to ever go back and you hate your job and it gives you no sense of purpose but 
\RX�FDQ¶W�ILQG�D�EHWWHU�RQH��DQG�\RX�NQRZ�\RX�VKRXOG�VWRS�GULQNLQJ�EXW�\RX�GRQ¶W�EHFDXVH�\RXU�
life is dark and hollow and drinking is the one thing that takes the edge off (though lately it barely 
even does that). This sounds very extreme, but this is the reality for a lot of people in America.  
 
And iI�\RX¶UH�LQ�D�VLWXDWLRQ�OLNH�WKLV��LW¶V�YHU\�HDV\�WR�VD\�WR�\RXUVHOI��ZHOO��ZKDW¶V�WKH�SRLQW�RI�HYHQ�
trying to stop drinking because my life is such a mess that even if I do everything perfect from 
now on it will probably turn out bad anyway so I might as well milk what little pleasure I can get 
out of life; and this is all very easy to say to yourself and very in line with the modern American 
ethos of narcissism and hedonism: that there is no purpose beyond the physical.  
 
:KDW¶V�KDUG�LV�VD\LQJ��HYHQ�LI�,�GR�HYHU\WKLQJ�ULJKW��P\�OLIH�PLJKW�VWLOO�EH�PLVHUDEOH��6R�ZKDW"�So 
what? 
 
I am going to have faith in the pursuit of the Good. Even though I cannot even imagine a scenario 
in which this pursuit leads to anything other than a life of pure torment, ,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�WU\��,¶P�
JRLQJ�WR�DFWXDOO\�WU\��,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�IDLWK�LQ�*RG�ZKLFK�LV�WR�KDYH�IDLWK�LQ�pursuing Good itself. 
To live my life the right way. To be kind. To lift others up. To be honest and speak what I believe 
to be true. To take responsibility for my life. To build myself from the ground up. To exercise. To 
get sunlight. To resist anger and physical temptation. To quit drinking alcohol.  
 
$QG�LI�LW�GRHVQ¶W�ZRUN�RXW�± and it very well may not; it may all turn out horribly, horribly wrong 
and nothing might change except I wind up even more hopeless than before ± EXW� LI� LW�GRHVQ¶W�
work, I can know I actually tried (which on its own is tremendously brave and far more than many 
people ever do); I can know that I lived life the right way, in worship of God and pursuit of the 

 
63 ,W¶V� LPSRUWDQW� WR� QRWH�� UHOLJLRQ� LV� QRW� WKH�RQO\� IDFWRU� FRQWULEXWLQJ� WR�RXU� FXOWXUDO� GHIHUHQFH� WR� UXOHV��'HFOLQLQJ�
testosterone and the feminization of culture (among other factors) are significant contributors to this trend as well.  
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Good. And the pursuit of that Good is more important than any material consequence. So, if it 
GRHVQ¶W work out, so what?  
 
So what?  
 
And more often than not when people pursue virtue and take responsibility their lives improve, 
sometimes dramatically. There is a reason they tell depressed patients to volunteerXXXX: it works. 
The pursuit of the Good is almost like a superpower which shields you from depression.  
 
Sometimes, even a very small pursuit can have huge repercussions. Even something as small as 
exercising for 30 minutes every single day has such a remarkable power to increase happiness and 
HQHUJ\��$QG�WKDW�HQHUJ\�DOORZV�\RX�WR�PDNH�DQRWKHU�VPDOO�FKDQJH��0D\EH�\RX¶UH�D�ELW�OHVV�DQJU\�
all the time and your relationships improve. And you make an effort to treat people well and then 
WKH\� DFWXDOO\� VWDUW� EHLQJ�QLFHU� WR� \RX��$QG�PD\EH� QRZ� WKDW� \RXU�YLVLRQ� LVQ¶W� FORXGHG�E\�SXUH�
hopelessness, you realize that there are some online college courses you can take for free. And 
maybe you can get an education and find a job which is something higher than pure torment. And 
QRZ�WKDW�\RX¶YH�VWRSSHG�GULQNLQJ�DQG�VWDUWHG�WDNLQJ�FDUH�RI�\RXUVHOI�PD\EH�\RX�UHDOL]H�WKHUH�DUH�
people in your life with whom reconciliation is not utterly impossible. And maybe now your 
romantic prospects are not completely hopeless. And good things start to compound and you enter 
a positive feedback loop and slowly the world opens up like a lotus flower and you see possibility 
you never even could have imagined in a world which once seemed only filled with misery and 
darkness and hopelessness. And then maybe you have the strength to elevate others and actually 
EULQJ�*RRG�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�ZD\V�\RX�GLGQ¶t even know were possible when you were crippled 
with depression. 
 
This all starts with faith in the pursuit of the Good ± not faith that some set of actions will improve 
your material circumstance but faith in the idea that the pursuit of Good is a higher order meaning 
worthy of pursuit for its own sake; because from the vantage point of depression, the possibility 
that anything could improve your life seems impossible. From the vantage point of depression, if 
goals are material, there is no point in even trying. Everything is hopeless. It is only through the 
pursuit of something greater that many people learn their life could be much more than it is.  
 
But devoid of religion, many people never hear a message remotely like this their entire lives. And 
so, the pressures of the modern State absolutely break them. They are crushed under the loneliness, 
anxiety, emptiness, sexual frustration, and depression of modern life. And so, we see American 
suicide rates soar to the highest levels in historyYYYY. This is not a state of human flourishing. It is 
clear our way of living has led us down a dark path.  
 
%XW�LW�GRHVQ¶W�KDYH�WR�EH�OLNH�WKLV��6RPHWKLQJ�ELJ�LV�FRPLQJ��6RPHWKLQJ�JORULRXV�LV�DERXW�WR�KDSSHQ�� 
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Part 2: Transcendence 
 
Part 2A: An Optimistic Future  
 
In addition to physical necessities (e.g., food, shelter, health, etc.), we believe a few things are 
generally necessary for human flourishing:  
 
First, connection to others: to be connected with friends who know you well and love you for who 
you are and have your back always. To be connected with a loving family. And to achieve romantic 
success: to fall in love and get married and grow old together. They say those on their deathbed 
RIWHQ�ZLVK�WKH\¶G�VSHQW�PRUH�WLPH�ZLWK�IDPLO\�DQG�NHSW�LQ�EHWWHU�WRXFK�ZLWK�IULHQGV��:KLOH�WKLV�LV�
painfully cliché it also happens to be true. When we look back upon life, we see that it is our 
relationships which matter most. Relationships give life purpose.  
 
Second, connection to your children: to be able to pass your values onto children. For most, the 
most meaningful part of life is raising children. On the most basic evolutionary level, reproduction 
is the entire point of our existence. Reproduction is central to what it means to be human. Yet in 
addition to reproducing our DNA, we all seek to reproduce our values. To raise our children how 
we think is right. And to watch them grow and flourish into people we respect, such that our values 
and culture live on after us.  
 
Third, connection to self: to live true to yourself. To have the freedom to say what you believe to 
be true. To not be compelled to lie. For lying makes one weak and afraid while the truth makes 
one strong. Recall that it is only in truth that truly meaningful relationships may form. And it is 
only when one lives true to oneself that one can truly have self-respect.  
 
We observe that many today are not flourishing at all. Many are lonely, in broken families, 
separated from friends and relatives by distance. Many are romantically destitute and childless. 
Those that do have kids have lost much control over how they are raised, as wokeness has pervaded 
VFKRROV� DQG�PDLQVWUHDP� FXOWXUH�� XVXUSLQJ� SDUHQWV¶� ULJKWV ± and has also made many afraid to 
express themselves honestly. Per Part 1, all of these problems are inevitated by the free market and 
the advance of technology. Thus, we believe that they will only grow worse in the future (as the 
invisible hand wins always in the end).  
 
When a society so restricts flourishing, we believe it is the moral right (and responsibility) of 
citizens to form a new one.  
 
$QG�ZH�FDQ«� 
 
:H�FDQ��:H�FDQ��2K��\HV��ZH�FDQ��0DUN�RXU�ZRUGV�LQ�JUDQLWH�VWRQH��³ZH�DEVROXWHO\�FDQ�´�:H�DUH�
not helpless. We can choose how we live. We can form our own culture ± our own way of life ± 
connected with people we love who share our values.  
 
Consider, for example, the Amish, who have formed their own culture and way of life almost 
completely uninfluenced by the modern State.  
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Despite some peculiarities, the Amish live quite fulfilling lives. While trustworthy happiness data 
on the Amish is essentially nonexistent64,ZZZZ, we know their suicide rates are very lowAAAAA. They 
all have many children (over 7 kids per woman in many communities), providing a deep source of 
meaningBBBBB. Unpoisoned by the chemical State, they live long and are healthy even in old 
ageCCCCC. While online interviews with the Amish are a very unscientific source, we may still 
watch hereDDDDD, hereEEEEE, and hereFFFFF. The Amish all appear extremely happy, humble, and 
nice65. Without exception, they mention strong community and relationships as something they 
cherish most about Amish lifestyle. Most live in the same community their entire lives, remaining 
connected with family and friends, sharing common experience and a common culture.  
 
We do not mean to glamorize Amish life (there is much we would change about it), but rather 
demonstrate that any group of people may form an insular sub-society within the U.S (in fact, a 
new Amish community is formed, on average, every 3.5 weeksGGGGG). It only takes the motivation 
to do so.   
 
We may recall from Part 1A that people are happiest and most socially connected in small 
communities with common experience and culture. Yet mobility now separates us. And to the 
extent we have a common culture today in wokeness, it is one that tears people apart.  
 
%XW�ZH�KDYH�IDLWK� LQ�D�IXWXUH�ZKHUH� LQFUHDVLQJ�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH�VWDUW�WR�VWDQG�XS�DQG�VD\��³ZH�
GRQ¶W�OLNH�WKLV�FXOWXUH�YHU\�PXFK��:H�GRQ¶W�OLNH�ZKDW�RXU�NLGV�DUH�WDXJKW�LQ�VFKRROV��:H�GRQ¶W�OLNH�
being disconnected from one another. And we foresee that none of this will change any time soon. 
$QG�VR��ZH¶UH�IRUPLQJ�RXU�RZQ�FXOWXUH�± in our own commune disconnected from it all ± where 
our children learn our values in schools and people share our way of life. And we will live as we 
once did: living in the same community for life, connected with family and friends, and free of the 
EXUGHQV�RI�WKH�PRGHUQ�6WDWH�´ 
 
Observe that technology has progressed such that we may now enjoy its comforts (e.g., access to 
food, physical safety, sanitation, medicine, etc.) without enduring the dehumanizing ways of life 
which made such progress possible. For example, modern plumbing is miraculous. As recently as 
1940, less than half of American houses had flush toiletsHHHHH. Today, 98.9% of them doIIIII. In 
order to coordinate digging underground to build massively complex sewage systems connected 
to nearly every single American residence, we needed a culture which encourages mobility, so that 
smart people could assemble in corporations and agencies to work together on complex problems 
like sewage. And we needed schools which instill obedience so that these smart people were 
conditioned to be able to sit still for long hours working on these problems productively.  
 
A modern commune would enjoy the already-achieved miracle of plumbing without submitting to 
the culture which made this miracle possible. In this way, communes may siphon benefits from 
the modern State without enduring its oppression. We may enjoy the sense of community and 
social connectivity common to our ancestors in pre-industrial society, yet live far better and richer 
lives. We may, so to speak, eat our cake and have it too. 

 
64 One study says Amish are happier than billionaires; another says WKH\¶UH�OHVV�KDSS\�WKDQ�8�6��FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV��ERWK�
studies have horrendously poor methodologies and are riddled with confounds such that they are essentially 
meaningless.  
65 Of course, the subset of Amish willing to be interviewed on video is a biased sample.  
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However, technology poses also an obstacle to the formation of communes by providing comfort. 
When people are starving, they act. They revolutionize. They do whatever it takes to eat. Yet when 
people suffer psychologically (as they do today), the same instincts in their lizard brains are not 
triggered. So long as our physical needs are met, we stay docile. Many of us today recognize 
modern life as grotesque yet we are content to sit at home alone and drown our loneliness in Twitter 
and pornography (even thoXJK�WKLV�GRHVQ¶W�PDNH�XV�KDSS\���7HFKQRORJ\¶V�DGYDQFH�ZLOO�RQO\�PDNH�
us more comfortable, further increasing docility.  
 
Another obstacle to commune formation is the rarity of true self-sacrifice. Any commune (and just 
about any society, for that matter), will not be pretty in its infancy. There are always kinks to work 
out. Founding members will likely need to adapt to a different way of living. And they (as adults 
already) will not enjoy the benefit of growing up and remaining within the same community their 
whole lives. The greatest beneficiaries of commune IRUPDWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�IRXQGHUV¶�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren who will enjoy remaining connected to childhood friends 
for life.  
 
A third obstacle to commune formation is the sunk-cost fallacy. Most of our readers are very smart. 
Smart people tend to go to college and often to graduate school and have promising positions at 
lucrative corporations. They are on a path to success. Even if one intellectually agrees with much 
WKDW�ZH¶YH�VDLG��RQFH�RQH�LV�RQ�D�SDWK��DQG�RQH�KDV�LQYHVWHG�PRQH\�DQG�HIIRUW�PRYLQJ�GRZQ�WKLV�
path, one is often very reluctant to get off of it (even if one intellectually acknowledges commune 
life as more fulfilling).  
 
$QG�\HW«�WKH�LQWHUQHW�LV�D�SRZHUIXO�WKLQJ��'HVSLWH�RXU�UDQWLQJV�DERXW�WKH�LOOV�RI�WHFKQRORJ\��WKH�
internet has a beautiful power to connect people with a common interest. If only a few hundred 
people in the entire U.S. are inspired enough to actually dedicate themselves to forming a 
commune, they may connect with the tiny fraction of people who share their same vision and 
courage and really do it.  
 

« 
 

We shall now lay out our vision of an ideal commune in the hopes of offering new ideas. Consider 
this next section an essay within an essay:  
 
Part 2B: The Commune Vision  
 
I recall summer nights with friends, staying up past two in the morning talking or watching movies. 
We each had a total comfort in saying anything and everything ± deep feelings or the most trivial 
of jokes which would be entirely stupid and nonsensical in the presence of anyone else. Laughter 
was near constant and came effortlessly. And when we went out at night, we were each filled with 
that magical feeling that the night was ours. And we knew the next night we would do the same 
thing all over again. And the next night. And the night after that.  
 
$QG�\HW��HYHQ�LQ�WKHVH�PRVW�SHUIHFW�PRPHQWV�WRJHWKHU��,�FRXOGQ¶W�ZDLW�WR�get out. Like Truman 
Burbank, hooked on the all-$PHULFDQ�GUHDP�RI�PRELOLW\��,�FRXOGQ¶W�ZDLW�WR�VDLO�RII�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�
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± to go off to college and then off to bigger and better things. Looking back, I realize this was all 
profoundly stupid. Because those magical nights with friends in my youth were some of the best 
nights of my entire life, in many ways more magical than nights of sex with a beautiful girl.  
 
³,�QHYHU�KDG�DQ\�IULHQGV�ODWHU�RQ�OLNH�WKH�RQHV�,�KDG�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�WZHOYH��-HVXV��GRHV�DQ\RQH"´�UHDGV�
the closing line of Stand by Me. We all accept that the loss of these magical early friendships as 
just part of growing up. But, of course, LW�GRHVQ¶W�KDYH�WR�EH�OLNH�WKLV� For many readers, it may be 
too late. We have already been separated from early-life friends. But in our commune, our children 
will hold onto this magic for their entire lives, as our ancestors once did. And so will their children 
after them.  
 
We dream of a commune in which members live for their entire lives, remaining connected with 
their childhood friends ± a commune with social stability.  
 
To maintain stability, we envision an entirely self-sufficient commune. The commune will grow 
all its own food ± clean food, untarnished by the toxins of the chemical State. Many members will 
work as farmers. Unlike corporatists who often serve an ultra-specific role in a larger machine, 
they will be connected to the products of their labor and connected with nature. Moreover, all 
citizens will be free of the grips of The Dominatrix. They will not need to mouth platitudes they 
find repulsive in corporations or contort themselves in interviews and applications in order to get 
hired or promoted66.  
 
To increase social cohesion (and thus stability), we envision a communal dining hall (or multiple) 
at which citizens will be required to eat a certain number of nights a week67. Sports, campfires, 
and creative activities ± all of which bring people together ± shall also abund68.  
 
Yet most central to achieving stability is a strong, common religion. Religion has immense power 
to bring people together. Many of the closest-knit subcultures of America are bound together by 
religion (e.g., Amish, Orthodox Jews, Mormons). The common religion must also promote 
positive values: those of family, loyalty, forgiveness, kindness, honesty, courage, and the sanctity 
of human relationships69. 
 
As we saw in Part 1C, it is through the positive values imparted by religion that many find a 
roadmap for how to orient themselves in the world ± for how to transcend rules-based morality 

 
66 A slightly less stable commune is one in which members leave the commune to work (or work remotely) and to 
purchase food and other essentials, yet all live in the same community for life. Such a commune has the advantage of 
wider appeal: one with a remote or nearby job may maintain their employment; the intelligent would have more 
opportunities for intellectually stimulating work (though most modern white-collar jobs can hardly be called 
intellectually stimulating); the transition in lifestyle for early members would be less jarring.  
 
However, in such a commune, members would be forced to conform somewhat to the doctrines of corporations, 
threatening insular culture. Moreover, outside employment comes also with the constant allure of relocation for a 
higher salary or feeling that one is different from coworkers for choosing a different lifestyle, threatening stability.  
67 For if given choice in the matter, laziness has the tendency to keep people apart. Recall the beauty of college when 
you had no practical choice but to eat in the same place as your classmates.  
68 Exist in abundance.  
69 We hope too that a common religion promotes acceptance of gays, who historically have been persecuted by the 
religious.  
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which is shallow and compassionless. It is through faith that citizens find greater purpose, strength, 
and happiness. And it is through faith that our children shall lead better lives than we have lived. 
7KH\�VKDOO�JD]H�XS�DW�WKH�VWDUV�RQ�D�ZDUP�VXPPHU¶V�QLJKW�ZLWK�WKH�PDJLFDO�IHHOLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�
something more.  
 
And it is through religion ± in part ± that the commune will be guarded from the rise of oppressive 
LGHRORJLHV��ZKLFK�VR�RIWHQ�EORRP�LQ�UHOLJLRQ¶V�DEVHQFH��H�J���1D]LVP��6WDOLQLVP��ZRNHLVP��HWF���� 
 
It is also through religion ± in part ± that we shall establish a culture with traditional gender roles70.  
 
Men will work and provide for their wives and children. They will be encouraged to take 
responsibility. They will feel useful. They will be valued and respected for serving an important 
role in society. And they will feel a great sense of purpose in protecting their families. 
 
Women will be provided for. They will be freed of the constant demands imposed upon them by 
corporations which view them as property ± and of the stress of balancing these constant demands 
with caring for kids. They will have more free time to spend with friends and to pursue things they 
love. Most of all, women will be free to spend time with their children. They will be connected 
with their children (as will grandparents, who will all live nearby, unlike in most modern families). 
And from nurturing children, they shall derive a great sense of purpose, for to have children and 
watch your children grow into strong and happy men and women is the deepest sense of meaning 
anyone could ever have in life.   
 
Importantly, we do not propose any laws or restrictions on women working. We oppose this. 
Instead, we advocate for a culture ZKLFK� YDOXHV� ZRPHQ¶V� FRQQHFWLRQ� WR� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG�
encourages men to provide for them.  
 
Per part 1B, status ± in part ± forces women to work in the modern State. To not work means to 
have a less nice house than all your friends, to send your kids to a worse school, to have less 
money, to have lower status, to be looked down upon as a stay-at-home flunky. The modern 
American status hierarchy is set up around a 2-parent working household.  
 
Yet the commune will have its own status hierarchy, totally detached from the rest of America. 
And in the commune, no woman will feel inferior in status for dedicating herself to children. This 
will be the norm.  
 
Additionally, traditional gender roles (as well as religion) will cause the commune to be 
monogamous. Lower status men will not be shut out of the dating market. Sexual inequality will 
decrease. Women will not endure the constant frustration of being used as sex objects yet lacking 
meaningful, long-term relationships with strong partners.  
 
As a consequence of monogamy, the commune will not glorify sexual pleasure as the highest order 
of meaning (as is the case in the modern State). Marriage will be centered around raising children. 

 
70 Such a culture also flows from a society where much labor is physical (recall that we attributed the modern abolition 
of gender roles to the rising demand for intellectual labor). In a self-sufficient commune where many farm, jobs are 
naturally distributed differently between the sexes.  
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Citizens will not get divorced when sex inevitably becomes more vanilla with age. Commune 
members will be romantically satisfied in stable, monogamous relationships.  
 
As a result, families will be strong. Children will have nurturing mothers and strong, providing 
fathers, who love them as the center of their worlds and love each other in stable marriages. 
Divorce will be low and families stable. And parents will pass on to children that family matters 
most, for strong families are at the center of every free and prosperous society.   
 
With strong religion, strong gender roles, and freedom from the chemical state, the roots of modern 
Leftism will also be removed from society.  
 
Our children will not have their youth stolen from them. They will not be taught in classrooms 
about how they are inherently evil or oppressed because of the color of their skin. They will be 
raised to be strong ± not to cast themselves as a victim or constantly apologize for their sexuality, 
gender, or color of their skin but to be proud of who they are as individuals. They will be free to 
speak their minds and express themselves, not taught to walk on egg shells their entire lives. They 
will live unburdened by the fear that one slip would have them cancelled for good. They will be 
raised the right way.  
 
Central also to raising children is freedom from technological drugs71.  
 
We dream of a commune which bans all social media, as data shows it clearly increases 
depressionJJJJJ. Social media is also addictive. And it silos people in informational echo chambers 
which condition them to hate those with differing opinions. We have said many things in this essay 
which a reasonable person may disagree with. But this is a no brainer.  
 
Similarly, cable news will be banned. The news is no longer information. It no longer has 
meaningful connection to reality. It is a drug designed to addict people. And it does so largely by 
tapping into our darkest emotions ± fear, anger, contempt ± and convincing us that those on the 
other side of political issues are akin to Nazis or Communists, which destroys social cohesion.  
 
Pornography shall also be banned as it makes real relationships less desirable by offering an 
effortless alternative to actual intimacy, alienating people from one another.  
 
Screen time for children will also be strictly limited. Modern children ± glued to screens and 
zombie-like ± resemble the severely autistic. What we are seeing is not natural, and is harmful to 
NLGV¶�VRFLDO�GHYHORSPHQWKKKKK,72 .  

 
71 Society will also be free of actual drugs such as fentanyl, heroin, and meth, which murder so many Americans. 
72 2I�FRXUVH��RQH�PD\�FRXQWHU��³You were all about parents choosing how to raise their kids. IVQ¶W�LW�WKH�SDUHQW¶V�FKRLFH�
ZKDW�WHFKQRORJ\�WR�JLYH�WKHLU�NLGV"�6KRXOGQ¶W�SDUHQWV�GHFLGH�LI�WKHLU�NLGV�FDQ�JR�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�RU�ZDWFK�<RX7XEH"´� 
 
Again, we argue that choice, in this instance, is not really choice, but the opposite. Suppose you are an anti-tech parent 
in the modern State. If you are on an airplane and your child is crying, the social expectation is that you shut your kid 
up. $IWHUDOO��RWKHU�SDUHQWV�JLYH�WKHLU�NLGV�L3DGV�WR�PDNH�WKHP�EH�TXLHW��:K\�FDQ¶W�\RX"�[FOOTNOTE CONTINUED 
ON NEXT PAGE!] 
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:H�GUHDP�RI�D�VRFLHW\�ZKLFK�IRVWHUV�³IUHH�SOD\´�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQFH�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�� 
 
This starts with schools. Modern American schools condition children for the modern State: to 
train them to sit, obedient, for long hours inside to assimilate to modern culture. Commune schools 
need do no such thing.  
 
We envision schools with far longer recess hours during which children are not micromanaged. 
Schools which teach children to be strong. For example, 12 Rules for Life by Jordan Peterson and 
The Power of Positive Thinking by Norman Vincent Peale are two books we found particularly 
influential for ourselves. You may have different favorites. But books like these ± those that teach 
children to be strong, virtuous, and loving ± will be assigned in every middle and high school73.  
 
We envision also a culture which promotes independence for children. Young children may roam 
around on bicycles or on foot to meet up with friends as was once the norm in America.  
 
To allow children this independence, it is essential the commune have a very low crime rate. This 
flows in part from living in a small community. Observe that crime rates are far higher in large 
cities, rather than smaller towns where people all know one anotherLLLLL,MMMMM.  

 
We see that the social expectations evolve around technology. Sure, many may mouth platitudes about screens being 
bad. But when seeking quiet on a flight, they will judge an anti-tech mom with a crying baby. They may not do so 
consciously. They may not have the conscious thought: that mother should have bought an iPad. But they will be 
annoyed nonetheless.  
 
If you are anti-tech in the modern State, your child will also constantly be the odd one out. Other kids will be talking 
about the latest Mr. Beast video on YouTube. She will lack the same common experience. She will not understand 
many modern jokes and cultural references. When other kids get telephones and social media, she will be further 
isolated. She will have no way to contact friends who now largely facilitate social interactions through their phones.  
 
She will feel envious of other kids who have technology when she GRHVQ¶W. And so, she will resent you, her parent, 
for restricting her technology. Your relationship will suffer. We see that in the absence of technology restriction, 
SDUHQWV�GRQ¶W�UHDOO\�KDYH�D�FKRLFH��2QFH�VRPH�SDUHQWV�VWDUW�JLYLQJ�NLGV�WHFKQRORJ\��RWKHUV�have to conform, even while 
they know modern tech is terrible for their child.  
 
Still, one may (rationally) fear that if we set a precedent of allowing a commune government to dictate which 
technology parents may let their children use, then the commune PD\��LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��UHVWULFW�SDUHQWV¶�ULJKWV�LQ�ZD\V�ZH�
GRQ¶W want. Right?  
 
Unlikely. Recall that the commune is within the U.S. and subject to U.S. law. It has no power to arrest people. Its only 
powers of law enforcement are social (violators may be punished with lowered status or restricted invitations to social 
gatherings; the Amish, for example, temporarily shun those who commit very serious violations, but this seems harsh). 
Thus, the commune may only enforce any law with the true consent of the governed, as enforcement is conducted by 
all citizens (of course, if one violates a U.S. law (say, burglary), one will be reported to the U.S. authorities and be 
subject to U.S. proceedings and go to prison like anyone else).  
 
Furthermore, in the absolute worst-case-scenario that a large majority of commune members come to support 
tyrannical rules of some kind, members may leave with ease at any time. They are still U.S. citizens after all. And so, 
we see the commune¶V�FDSDFLW\�IRU�W\UDQQ\�LV�H[WUHPHO\�OLPLWHG��,W�WUXO\�GHULYHV�DOO�LWV�SRZHU�IURP�WKH�FRQVHQW�RI�WKH�
governed.  
73 Can you even imagine an American public school assigning Jordan Peterson today? Our children read all the wrong 
things.  
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But to ensure low crime, the commune ± once established ± must be very selective about who it 
admits. Despite our best efforts, absolute stability is impossible. A minority of people will 
inevitably move out. And new people will move in. These new people must be good people. We 
believe new admits must be screened for any criminal history.  
 
Yours truly has never been convicted of a crime. But I have certainly made mistakes in life. Many, 
in fact. As has everyone74. We believe in the importance of second chances. Everyone deserves a 
second chance. But this burden will not fall onto us! It is not the place of the commune to offer 
second chances to criminals. Doing so jeopardizes the prosperity of our children.  
 
Admits must also share our cultural values, for otherwise our culture may be diluted with all the 
values we protest in the modern State. Admits must share our religion, our belief in the importance 
of family and monogamy, in raising children the same way as we do. And they must also believe 
in the value of freedom of speech, freedom of association, and the principle of charity.  
 
Vital to the commune vision is freedom of speech, both legal and cultural. We dream of a 
commune in which reasonable disagreements do not destroy friendships. In which the expression 
of opinions or observations ± even very unpopular ones ± ZLOO�QRW�EH�JURXQGV�IRU�³FDQFHOODWLRQ�´�
In which ideas flow openly. This includes ideas we disagree with, for we believe that in a free and 
open marketplace of ideas, the best ideas flourish.  
 
Of course, a culture of free speech ± of respecting differences of opinion in good faith ± does not 
magically appear. Such a culture takes work to establish and preserve. Individuals must pass down 
the value of free speech to their children and grandchildren. The value of freedom of speech must 
be expounded everywhere ± written in every communal dining hall and outside every church and 
taught in every school in every grade.  
 
The value of freedom of association must be similarly promoted. If someone says something 
unpopular, their family and friends must never be called to denounce them as is the case in the 
modern State. This is inhumane. It destroys the bonds of meaningful relationships and betrays the 
PHDQLQJ�RI�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGVKLS��1R�RQH�PXVW�EH�UHVSRQVLEOH�E\�DVVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�DQRWKHU¶V�EHOLHIV� 
 
Central also to freedom of speech is the principle of charity��LQWHUSUHWLQJ�RWKHUV¶�ZRUGV�ZLWK�WKH�
assumption that they have good intentions. In the modern State, citizens have every surface-level 
incentive to interpret people uncharitably. Recall how Anita Hill made a Harvard career from 
interpreting Clarence ThomaV¶�comments uncharitably. The very act of being offended and taking 
someone down through your victimhood makes one higher status in modern society.  
 
In our commune��³FDQFHOOHUV´�PXVW�QHYHU�EH�JORULILHG��1RERG\�PXVW�EH�PDGH�WR�IHHO�WKH\�FDQ�JHW�
ahead socially through the mere act of being offended��IRU�WR�YLFWLPL]H�\RXUVHOI�DV�³RIIHQGHG´�IRU�
the motive of status is a very gross thing. Such an ethos must be instilled through expounded 
everywhere, in much the same way as the principles of freedom of speech and association. 
 

 
74 In fact, if you think you have made zero mistakes, you are likely not very self-aware.  
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Free speech will also flow from a happy, healthy society devoid of social media and cable news. 
We observe that it is the most sexually dissatisfied, the most unhappy, the most technology-
addicted, the loneliest who are often out for blood: searching for wD\V�WR�JHW�RIIHQGHG�WR�³H[SRVH´�
someone as immoral in some way. Satisfied people with a sense of purpose do not do this nearly 
as much. Because commune members will be happy and purposeful, unhypnotized by the anger 
machines of social media and cable, they will not constantly look to interpret others uncharitably 
and shame them for wrongthink, as so many do in the modern State75.  
 
In summary, we ask readers to imagine. Imagine all your best friends from your entire life living 
within short walking distance. And imagine having all of your family near you as well, with the 

 
75 One is wise to point out that free speech and strong religion exist in apparent tension with one another. We observe 
that many religious societies throughout history have punished those with differing ideas about God (for example, the 
Spanish Inquisition).  
 
However, we believe this is not a reflection on religion but human nature itself. Note that Christianity (and most other 
organized religions) preach forgiveness. Jesus loved everyone, including those who disagreed with him (and certainly 
would have denounced the Spanish Inquisition). Moreover, the crucifixion of Jesus, to many, represents the purest 
instantiation of evil itself. This tells us that the evilest thing is to punish others for differences of belief. Instead, it is 
*RG¶V� SODFH� WR� SDVV� MXGJHPHQW� RQWR� WKRVH� ZLWK� ZURQJ� EHOLHIV�� We may also observe that some of the strictest 
suppression of speech has come in the absence of religion (e.g. Stalinism, Maoism, etc.).  
 
Per part 1B, there is no such thing as a secular society. Every society worships something (theological or not). And 
similarly, every society compels conformity around something. Conformity is deeply evolved. In a tribe, if everyone 
wants to hunt the gazelle but you believe the zebra is an easier target, it does not matter if you are right or wrong. If 
everyone is not on the same page, the hunt fails and you all starve. More generally, tribes need cohesion to survive, 
which is derived from shared beliefs. One who does not conform to the shared beliefs of the tribe (even if the 
nonconformist speaks the undeniable truth) threatens cohesion and thus threatens survival. And so, a deeply evolved 
siren in our lizard brains screams bloody murder when someone does not conform to the sacredest doctrines of society. 
We abandon all logic and attack.  
 
However, this human tendency for conformity does not doom free speech. Note that societies compel conformity with 
varying levels of draconianism. In general, we believe the falser and more oppressive the doctrines of a culture, the 
more draconian the compulsion methods. This is because such doctrines are only followed en masse when there are 
extreme punishments for nonconformity.  
 
For example, wokeness asks that we conform to the view that there are no differences between men and women. This 
is obviously false. And believing such a doctrine sets one up for a lifetime of frustrating interactions with the opposite 
sex. Thus, wokeness must employ rather extreme methods to get citizens to conform to this doctrine (e.g., firing 
nonconformists, compelling people to cut off friendships based on belief, etc.).  
 
Moreover, people today are disconnected. We lack the feeling of being part of a tribe. And so, our brains are desperate 
to establish conformity around anything��7KXV��ZH�DWWDFN�WKRVH�WKDW�GRQ¶W�FRQIRUP�ZLWK�RXU�SROLWLFDO�EHOLHIV�WR�FOLQJ�
WR�WKH�ZHDN�IHHOLQJ�RI�EHLQJ�SDUW�RI�D�SROLWLFDO�³WULEH�´� 
 
Yet a culture which fosters flourishing and connectedness (which we hope for the commune) does not need draconian 
methods to inspire conformity, as fear is not needed to motivate people to comply with that which is makes them 
flourish. In our commune, citizens will not need to cancel disagreers in order to feel like part of a community. Thus, 
commune FXOWXUH�ZLOO�QRW�FRPSHO�FLWL]HQV�WR�SROLFH�RQH�DQRWKHU¶V�VSHHFK�DV�PXFK�� 
 
Of course, in any commune bound by strong religion, one who denies the existence of God may suffer social 
consequences (in this sense, people may not have absolute freedom of speech). But unlike in the modern State, citizens 
ZLOO�QRW�EH�³RXW�WR�JHW�RQH�DQRWKHU�´�$QG�WKH�GRFWULQHV�of forgiveness and charitable interpretation will (hopefully) be 
granted to everyone.     
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freedom to see them whenever you want. Imagine your children connected with nature ± raised to 
be happy and free ± in strong, loving families.  
 
We are not calling for any sort of national regime change or anything remotely related to violence. 
We strongly oppose any and all violence. We merely wish to have our own culture. To raise our 
children how we believe is right. To live by our values. And remain connected with those we love.  
 
And we can. We can. Oh yes, we can. Everything we have proposed is 100% achievable. Per Part 
2A, any group of people may buy land and establish their own culture.  
 
For location, we propose the Big Island in Hawaii. It is known for some of the most beautiful 
nature in the entire world. It is also full of farm land near beaches. And, best of all, land there is 
quite cheapNNNNN.  Of course, you are likely thinking, LI�LW¶V�VR�JUHDW��KRZ�FDQ�LW�EH�VR�FKHDSOOOOO?  
 
First, the Big Island is secluded. It is around a 5-hour flight from the U.S. mainland. For a lot of 
people, this is a pain. For a commune which desires stability, this is perfect.  
 
Second, there are few high-paying jobs on the big island. For most people, this is a dealbreaker. 
For a commune which seeks to be self-sufficient, this is no problem.   
 
Third, the infrastructure is bad: the WiFi is spotty and many places do not get cable. For many, 
WKLV�LV�D�GRZQVLGH��,I�\RX�KDYH�D�FRUSRUDWH� MRE��LW¶V�D�GHDOEUHDNHU��<HW��DV�ZH� explained, social 
media, cable TV news, etc. all serve to isolate us and make us more depressed. :H¶OO�GR�MXVW�ILQH�
without cable and slower internet speeds.  
 
The beautiful thing about the Big Island is that all the things which make it cheap make it ideal for 
our desired commune.  
 
Part 2C: The Message 
 
Lastly, we want to emphasize the importance of a positive message.  
 
The values of the commune lie in stark opposition to those of modern Leftism. Thus, we will likely 
be slandered by Leftists as the inverses of who we are. Because we decry racial division, we will 
be branded racists. Because we seek to provide for women, we will be branded misogynists. It is 
vital, in the face of such slander, that the vision and message of the commune remain positive.  
 
We observe that some on the Right seek instinctively to be the opposite of the Left. If the Left 
polices racism, sexism, homophobia, etc., some on the Right respond by leaning further into taboo 
discussions of race or homosexuality for the sake of edginess itself. The ethos of this response is 
DV�IROORZV��³,¶P�QRW�D�FXFN��7KH\�FDQ¶W�WHOO�PH�ZKDW�WR�VD\�RU�WDON�DERXW��7KH�/HIW�LV�HYLO��6R��WKH�
RSSRVLWH�RI�WKH�/HIW�PXVW�EH�JRRG�´� 
 
7KLV�GHVLUH� WR�EH� WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�RQH¶V�HQHP\� LV�YHU\�XQGHUVWDQGDEOH�� ,W� LV�YHU\�KXPDQ��<HW� LW�
ironically plays into the hands of the Left: wokeness thrives on exposing and amplifying the small 
minority of actual racists to justify draconian speech controls. Moreover, by automatically 
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VXSSRUWLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ� WKH�/HIW�RSSRVHV��DQG�RSSRVLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ� WKH\�VXSSRUW��RQH�DOORZV�RQH¶V�
speech to be dictated by the Left just as much as the loyalist submitter to The Dominatrix. One 
thus becomes a cuck of a different kind.  
 
In the face of inevitable hatred, we must not allow ourselves to become hateful in response. We 
must make it abundantly clear that our message is one of love. We must define ourselves not by 
what we oppose but by what we stand for: social cohesion, strong families, healthiness, connection 
with nature, valuing women and children. Maintaining such positivity is vital for effectively 
spreading our message. 
 
Furthermore, an effective movement is benefitted always from funding. Nothing we propose 
requires outside funding. Any group of people may purchase houses and land near each another 
to start a community. Yet this is made far easier with the assistance of a wealthy donor(s). Money 
may help build schools and other necessities.  
 
Many billionaires (and multimillionaires) regularly fund writers and thinktanks who merely 
advocate for ideas they like. We imagine some may find appealing the opportunity to literally help 
build a better society from the ground up76. The odds of appealing to such donors are vastly 
increased if our vision remains positive.  
 
Epilogue 
 
In summary, we believe modern American cultural and lifestyle changes are largely shaped by 
market forces. These changes are often rationalized as an expansion of choice, yet actually end up 
restricting the freedoms which matter most: freedom to remain connected to family and friends, 
freedom to spend time with children, freedom to express yourself openly and honestly. The 
American addiction to choice makes commune life initially unappealing to many: we glorify the 
choice to move wherever we want, to watch whatever we want, etc. Yet it is this glorification of 
choice that forces us into loneliness and depression. But it does not have to be this way. We believe 
in a better future.  
 
We believe that it means something to be a human being.  
 
We are not widgets to be deformed to fit the wants of an economic system which cares not of our 
well-being.  
 
We are social beings, deserving of family, friendship, community and love. We believe these are 
fundamental rights. Rights which have been lost. Rights which we shall peacefully reclaim.  
 
We shall not be drugged to submission by the empty pleasures of technology nor deterred by 
statusists who deride us.  
 
We are not slaves. We shall express thoughts and ideas openly, in a free society where family and 
friends will not be compelled to betray one another for status.  
 

 
76 To be abundantly clear, we are absolutely not asking for any sort of money for ourselves to encourage our writing.  
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Lifelong friendships shall not be ripped apart by differences of belief or distance.  
 
Infants shall not be torn from the arms of mothers following their maximum allotted 12 weeks of 
maternity leave.  
 
Women shall not be oppressed by a regime which denatures them to corporate slaves. Women 
shall be valued and protected and provided for in a community which loves and appreciates them. 
Free ± no longer chained by the constant anxieties imposed by the modern System ± women shall 
flourish. And so too shall men, who shall provide for families with purpose.  
 
We believe in a brighter future for our children, who shall have lifelong friendships and romantic 
connection. Who shall be healthy and connected with nature. Who shall be given the freedom to 
play and become the truest versions of themselves. Who shall be connected with strong, nurturing 
families and loving mothers. Who shall laugh and smile with joy. Who shall be happy.  
 
We believe in humanity. In nature. In love. In family. In friendship. In community. In health. In 
loyalty. In laughter. We believe that it means something to be human. Something beautiful which 
we shall reclaim.  
 
6RPHWKLQJ�JORULRXV�LV�DERXW�WR�KDSSHQ«� 
 
Your friend,  
Etticus G.  
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